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President
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reetings to the UArts community!  

It’s been an honor and a pleasure to join UArts as its fifth president. 
My first semester is more than halfway over, and I’ve felt enormous 
joy in being a part of the most creative campus community in the 
nation. I’ve also enjoyed getting to meet so many of you last month 

during UArts Weekend, and I hope to meet many more of you in the weeks and months 
to come. Thank you for your warm welcome!

The UArts mission is to advance human creativity, and I can say with confidence that 
we’re fulfilling this mission every day. My first months at UArts have been filled with 
student performances, exhibitions, showcases, and more. I encourage you to attend as 
many Happenings@UArts as you can. Like me, you’ll be amazed by the astounding 
depth and breadth of our students’ creative expression, guided by a world-class faculty 
and staff. 

This issue gives us an opportunity to celebrate together. You can read about UArts’ new 
Student Center and its student-designed murals; this past year’s Silver Star awardees; 
the younger group of philanthropists who are supporting UArts; the legacy of the 
legendary Walter Dallas; alumni success; and much, much more. 

Nearly 150 years ago, in 1876, the school that would one day become University of the 
Arts was founded. Today, we can look back on our history of accomplishment in 
advancing human creativity and feel extraordinary pride. We also look forward to UArts’ 
next act, which promises to be big, bold, and audacious. Get ready—here we go!

Best wishes,

     G

 	You’ll be amazed by the  
astounding depth and  
breadth of our students’  
creative expression,  
guided by a world-class  
faculty and staff. 

—  K E R R Y  W A L K ,  P R E S I D E N T
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or more than two decades, the  

Richard C. Von Hess Foundation  
has presented UArts students with  

new horizons. 

When Summer Brown,MFA ’04 (Museum Exhibition 
Planning and Design) first heard about the Von Hess 

Museum Design and Museum Education internships, she 

was financially distressed and on the brink of dropping  

out of her Master’s program.

“The director at the time had just heard of the internship 

and thought I’d be a great candidate,” Brown said.  

“She encouraged me to apply, and I was lucky enough to 

have the chance to work at the Walters Art Museum in 

Baltimore.”

Named for its benefactor—a Philadelphia native and a 

graduate of the Museum School—the Richard C. Von Hess 

Foundation has a mission to further art education, support 

museums, and promote the humanities. After completing 

his own education, Von Hess went on to become an 

An Invitation for

F

4



5edge.uarts.edu

—
 	 

 S
U

M
M

E
R

 B
R

O
W

N
 M

F
A

 ’
0

4
  

(M
U

S
E

U
M

 E
X

H
IB

IT
IO

N
 P

L
A

N
N

IN
G

 A
N

D
 D

E
S

IG
N

)

5



6

award-winning illustrator, graphic designer, art director, 

and founder of the Wright’s Ferry Mansion Museum in 

Columbia, Pennsylvania. Eager to give back to emerging 

generations, Von Hess bequeathed money to start his 

namesake private foundation upon his passing in 1991. 

Today, it’s run by his close friend, Thomas Cook. 

“The foundation publishes books and conducts research,” 

Cook said. “We also help museums across America with 

conservation and exhibitions. But a big focus is funding 

students at PAFA [Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts] 

and University of the Arts to encourage the next 

generations of artists.”

Cook, who was personally trained as an art historian, said 

that the best aspect of his multifaceted job is delivering 

scholarships to students, which he used to do in person 

each year. Now Zooming with students and faculty, Cook 

continues to look forward to the announcement of 

recipients and serves as a mentor in the UArts community.

6

In addition to the Museum Education internship, Von Hess 

sponsors a publication arts visiting artist program at  

UArts and also offers UArts students unique scholarships 

for a year of study that include a stipend for travel.  

The awardees of all the foundation’s prizes are selected  

by faculty. 

The foundation has also provided support for the  

Richard C. Von Hess Illustration Gallery and the Von Hess 

Resource Center—both celebrated additions to campus.

“It can be challenging to work in the arts—it’s lonely, and 

there is often not enough support,” Cook said. “So it’s a 

wonderful feeling and very gratifying to be able to help 

people launch their careers and find their passion.”

For Brown, the internship was life-changing. While at 

Walters, she had the chance to work on an exhibition of 

Brian Pinkney’s work. Not only was it an honor to assist 

the museum in introducing others to one of her favorite 

artists, but Brown also gained hands-on experience 

creating computer renderings for the exhibition, picking 

— 	   THOMAS COOK, CHAIRMAN,  
 RICHARD C. VON HESS FOUNDATION
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Walters Art Museum Hackerman 
House, Baltimore, Maryland 
Photo by Robert Zunikoff

out colors for the walls, and creating the flowchart for 

how visitors would enter and move through the galleries. 

That project, she said, helped her solidify her career 

ambitions. Brown has since worked in museums and 

design firms, and she currently teaches at Howard 

University and Prince George’s Community College while 

making and exhibiting her own work. She also runs her 

own company, which holds “sip-and-paints” and other 

community art events.

None of this would be possible without the support that 

got her across the finish line and set her up for success in 

the years to follow, she noted.

“The internship helped me out economically, so I could 

graduate,” she said. “I also made connections and gained a 

lot of experience. It gave me the tools I still use today. I’m 

forever grateful—and very glad that other students at UArts 

will continue to have the same opportunity.” ∞

7
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Bringing
it 

Home
The annual Performance Unleashed 

gala dazzled in true UArts style.

8
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t’s easy to throw a memorable party  
when you have this much creativity  
in-house, and UArts continues to up the 
ante each year with its annual gala. 
Performance Unleashed provides 
attendees the opportunity to witness  
the phenomenal talent and hard work of  
UArts students, while helping nurture  
the university’s next cohorts of artists.

  I

Held April 13, 2023, Performance Unleashed 
began with a cocktail reception in the  
Student Center (formerly Gershman Hall).  
That was followed by a School of Dance 
performance in YGym Dance Theater,  
where students showcased “ballads of  
perceptive fallacies,” a piece choreographed  
by Zoe Miller BFA ’23 (Dance). 

After the cocktail hour and dance performance, 
guests adjourned to Levitt Auditorium for  
dinner and the rest of the show. A performance 
by Adam Furgal ’25 (Musical Theater), AJ Garrett 
’23 (Acting), Dallas Austin Jimmar ’23 (Musical 
Theater), and Shannon Sullivan ’23 (Musical 
Theater) covered early jazz and popular music 
from the Great American Songbook. Finally, 
School of Music students performed a medley of 
songs by Emily King from her album The Switch.

Corinne Kite-Dean BM ’21 
(Instrumental Performance), musician

9
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Each year, Performance Unleashed honors two awardees. This year,  
Ed Satell was presented with the 2023 Excellence in the Arts Hamilton 
Award. A media entrepreneur; business leader; and the founder of the 
nonprofit Satell Institute, a Think and Do Tank Dedicated to Corporate 
Social Responsibility, Satell was recognized for his innovative work around 
responsible leadership and philanthropy.

Ed Satell, 2023 Excellence in the Arts 
Hamilton Award honoree
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The second honor of the night went to Adam Blackstone ’04 
(Instrumental Performance), who was given the 2023 Excellence 
in the Arts Alumni Award. As a musical director, Blackstone has 
collaborated with Janet Jackson, Alicia Keys, Justin Timberlake, 
and other A-list performers. His most recent TV work includes the 
spectacular 2023 Super Bowl Halftime Show with Rihanna.  
He has also worked on The Voice and broadcast shows for the 
Oscars and the Grammys. Blackstone was born into a music-
loving family in Trenton, New Jersey, and attended UArts on a 
scholarship. Blackstone embodies the crucial importance of 
financial support for tomorrow’s artists and the transformative 
potential of a UArts education.

Rounding out the night was a scholarship auction featuring four 
box seats to Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band; a football 
from Super Bowl LVI, signed by Dr. Dre and other performers and 
athletes from the game; and VIP tickets to a Phillies game with an 
on-field experience, among other desirable items. In total, 
Performance Unleashed raised over $400,000 for student 
scholarships—truly a night to celebrate. ∞

Marc Brownstein, president and CEO of the Brownstein  
Group and Performance Unleashed committee chair

Left to right: Larry Weiss, Trustee Harriet Weiss,  
Trustee Nat Hamilton ’07 (Photography), and  
Shaina Hamilton

Straz ’23 (Acting), student speaker

Caroline De Marco (left) and  
UArts Trustee Ebonne Leaphart (right)

11

Adam Blackstone ’04 (Instrumental Performance), 
2023 Excellence in the Arts Alumni Award honoree

U A R T S  
U N L E A S H E D 

A special edition of our fundraiser  
celebrating the talent and  
artistry of the UArts community,  
will be held March 21, 2024.S
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A new 
transformative 
theater hub  
on campus  
will honor  
Walter Dallas’ 
legacy.

 s the first director of the university’s 
Theater program, Walter Dallas literally 
set the stage for what would become the 
Ira Brind School of Theater Arts. It’s only 
fitting that since his passing in 2020, 
UArts has announced that a new 

transformative theater hub on campus will carry Dallas’ 
name and honor his legacy. 

The Walter Dallas Theater will be housed in the  
soon-to-be renovated Arts Bank at Broad and South 
streets. In addition to an updated theater space, the 
facility will include a new music makerspace and a 
restaurant, classrooms for youth programs, a lobby 
gallery/museum, and more. By design, the Walter Dallas 
Theater will offer LGBTQIA+ teens a safe space,  
reflecting UArts’ commitment to inclusion and honoring 
its namesake’s legacy.

  A
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This is another 
way to introduce 

and remind  
young people of 

someone who 
changed the world 

through art.

— KIKAU ALVARO, INTERIM DEAN,  

IRA BRIND SCHOOL OF THEATER ARTS 

JacobsWyper Architects



14

In the meantime, plans are in motion to create 
intentional, publicly engaged programming at the theater, 
serving Philadelphians of all ages, including enrolled 
students, community groups, K–12 learners, visitors, and 
guests. The programming will begin before the 
renovation is complete.

Ebonne Leaphart, member of the UArts Board of Trustees 
and committee chair of the Walter Dallas Theater  
project, shared, “The theater’s mission is to elevate, 
honor, and promote theater and performance practices, 
both locally and globally, by offering out-of-school 
activities for Philadelphia students and serving the 
community with meaningful and accessible theater and 
music programming. We can’t wait to honor Mr. Dallas,   
while setting the stage for current and future artists  
of color to shine.”

The Walter Dallas Theater will also encourage tourism 
and revitalization of the Avenue of the Arts and offer 
programming that aligns with the city of Philadelphia’s 
anti-violence goals.

Dallas served as director of the School of Theater when 
Philadelphia College of the Performing Arts and 
Philadelphia College of Art merged in 1983. During his 
years in Philadelphia, he also directed the Philadelphia 
Drama Guild at the University of Pennsylvania and 
Freedom Theatre in North Philadelphia, where he  
staged a beloved annual production of Black Nativity.  
In 2002, Dallas received an Honorary Doctorate from  
UArts that recognized his contributions to the nation’s 
theater culture.

“For us, the opportunity to honor Walter Dallas, who was 
a true pioneer of Philadelphia theater, Black theater, and 
the School of Theater is an easy one,” said Kikau Alvaro, 
interim dean of the Ira Brind School of Theater Arts. 
“Alumni far and wide who have gone on to create 
brilliance in the world consider Walter Dallas and the 
tools he gave them to be one of the reasons for their 
success. At this moment, we need to highlight and uplift 
the LGBTQIA+ community, and this is another way to 
introduce and remind young people of someone who 
changed the world through art.” 

14

— EBONNE LEAPHART, UARTS TRUSTEE AND 

     COMMITTEE CHAIR, WALTER DALLAS THEATER PROJECT

We can’t wait to  
honor Mr. Dallas,   
while setting  
the stage for  
current and future  
artists of color  
to shine.
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Over the course of his storied career, Dallas won 
numerous honors, including an Emmy Award, an 
Audience Development Committee Inc. National 
Achievement Award for Excellence in Black Theatre, 
and two Creative Genius Awards from the Atlanta 
Circle of Drama Critics. He was a finalist for a 
Pulitzer Prize for his direction of August Wilson’s 
Seven Guitars at Chicago’s Goodman Theatre and 
also received an NAACP Theatre Award nomination.

Crucial to the vision for the Walter Dallas Theater,  
Alvaro said, is offering a space for diverse artistic 
voice and expression.

“The Walter Dallas Theater represents an 
opportunity to bring people together,” he said.  
“It will stand among the Wilma Theater, Philadelphia 
Theatre Company, the Kimmel Campus, and other 
performance spaces as a prominent home for artists 
and a safe and inclusive space for all.” ∞

Future renderings of the Walter Dallas Theater  
by JacobsWyper Architects

 
To make a gift to the  
Walter Dallas Theater project, 
contact Michelle Sonsino,  
AVP, strategic partnerships  
and government affairs,  
at msonsino@uarts.edu.

15
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Clayton Reilly BM ’06 (Instrumental Performance),  
MAT ’21 (Music Education) has built an accomplished 
career in the music industry. A trumpet player, he spent 
five years touring and playing with John Legend. He also 
penned the singer’s hit song “Tonight (Best You Ever 
Had),” which went multiplatinum after spending seven 
weeks at the top of the Billboard Adult Contemporary 
chart and earned him Soul Train’s Ashford & Simpson 
Songwriter’s Award and a Grammy nomination. In total, 
he has been nominated for Grammys three times for his 
production, vocal arrangement, and songwriting work 
with Ledisi and Miguel. 

Reilly returned to UArts to obtain his Master’s in Music 
Education. Today, he works as a music educator in the 
Bethlehem Area School District in Pennsylvania. When 
he’s not teaching, Reilly continues to work as a studio 
musician, solo artist, producer and collaborator.

Clayton Reilly  
BM ’06 (Instrumental 
Performance),  
MAT ’21 (Music Education) 
2023 Silver Star  
Outstanding  
Alumni Awardee
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“	I had to work really hard in all of the 
avenues I was pursuing.  
This award represents all the blood, 
sweat, and tears I’ve put into  
my music over the years.”

WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST REACTION WHEN YOU 
FOUND OUT YOU RECEIVED THE SILVER STAR 
OUTSTANDING ALUMNI AWARD?

The notice came in an envelope in the mail, and at first 

I thought it was some kind of bill. When I opened it, I 

was surprised and honored to see that it was actually 

an award. There is no better feeling than being 

acknowledged by your university.

YOU CAME TO CAMPUS TO ACCEPT THE SILVER 
STAR HONOR DURING COMMENCEMENT. HOW 
DID IT FEEL TO BE BACK?

Commencement at UArts is very special. I loved 

feeling that creative, positive energy again. When  

I was onstage looking out into the crowd, it felt like I 

was seeing the future. And I just hope that it was an 

inspiration to students watching, for them to go out 

and do amazing things in their field. One of the  

best parts was knowing people who had won the 

award before me, like Adam Blackstone ’04 
(Instrumental Performance). To be on the same  

list of award winners as him is just an honor.

YOU’ VE GOT TEN MANY AWARDS OVER THE 
COURSE OF YOUR CAREER. HOW DID THIS ONE 
FEEL DIFFERENT OR MORE MEANINGFUL?

I would put this one at the top, honestly, because of  

the journey I was on when I was at school. I was  

never the top player. I had to work really hard in all the 

avenues I was pursuing—whether that was playing, 

producing, or writing—and so this award represents all 

the blood, sweat, and tears I’ve put into my music over 

the years.

WHERE WILL YOU KEEP THE AWARD?

My home burned down recently, and we just moved 

into a new place that we built. I am going to make a 

special place for it in my recording studio, next to my 

two diplomas from UArts. I think back to when I 

played for Corinne Bailey Rae and we were doing Jazz 

Fest in New Orleans, which included a tribute concert 

to Fats Domino and was recorded as a live album.  

And I remember one of the band members saying, 

“Tonight, we become immortal.” I feel that this award 

is one of those immortal experiences that will  

outlive me. 
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Dotty Attie BFA ’59 (Art Education) is the rarest of UArts 

graduates, whose resume includes work in the permanent 

collections of the Museum of Modern Art, the Whitney 

Museum of American Art, and the National Gallery in 

London; membership in the National Academy; and the 

honor of having a punk band named after her. She has 

won wide acclaim for her paintings and drawings, and she 

is also celebrated for her role as one of the founding 

members of A.I.R. Gallery—one of the first women-owned 

cooperative art galleries in the country. Attie continues to 

exhibit her work; she is represented by PPOW Gallery.

Dotty Attie  
BFA ’59 (Art Education) 
2023 Silver Star  
Outstanding Alumni Awardee

18
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“	I felt truly comfortable there in a way  
I had never felt anywhere in my  
life. I made very good friends, and 
my best friend today is someone  
I met at PCA.”

WHEN YOU LOOK BACK ON YOUR TIME AT UARTS 
(THEN PHIL ADELPHIA COLLEGE OF ART), WHAT 
STANDS OUT TO YOU?

My father had gone to the [Philadelphia Museum] 

School of Industrial Art [now UArts], which is how I 

chose it. I wanted to be an illustrator, although my 

parents wanted me to have something to fall back on, 

so I studied Art Education. I felt truly comfortable 

there in a way I had never felt anywhere in my life. I 

made very good friends, and my best friend today is 

someone I met at PCA.

HOW DID YOU GO FROM A DEGREE IN ART 
EDUCATION TO A CAREER AS A WORKING 
ARTIST?

As I was graduating, my cousin got a teaching 

fellowship at the Brooklyn Museum, and I thought 

New York was the place to be. I followed him and 

started studying at the Brooklyn Museum. By the time 

I was 24, I was married with two young kids. I was 

painting, but it wasn’t going anywhere. I took a  

break and went to look at art. I saw two shows that 

inspired me—one by Joseph Cornell and one by 

Marvin Harden. They gave me the idea to make 

drawings instead of paintings. I started making little 

drawings, just two inches square, and when I had 10 

of them, I framed them and hung them in a grid.

WHAT WAS THE GENESIS OF A .I.R. GALLERY AND 
YOUR INVOLVEMENT IN FOUNDING IT?

My husband was a photographer and his assistant, 

also a photographer, had an artist girlfriend. I showed 

her my work, and she called me a month later to tell 

me she had a friend who was starting a gallery. They 

were looking for other artists to join. At first, I wasn’t 

really interested, until I found out it was a co-op for 

women artists—I saw then that it was unique and 

would get a lot of attention, because no one else was 

doing that at the time.

HOW HAS YOUR CAREER EVOLVED OVER  
THE YEARS?

Well, 13 years after starting the drawings, I woke up 

one day and realized I felt like a gerbil. If you’re an 

artist, the one thing you have is that you do what you 

love, and if you don’t love it, then it’s not worth it. I 

went back to painting. I have never cared about 

trends. Even when I was at school, everyone was into 

abstract expressionism, but I wasn’t interested in that. 

You could say I am drawn to more taboo subjects.

WHAT DOES WINNING THE SILVER STAR AWARD 
MEAN TO YOU?

My four years at PCA were so wonderful. When I 

heard about the award, I was happy and excited to 

learn I would be honored by this place that is very 

dear to me.∞
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THE NEX T GENERATION OF 
PHILANTHROPISTS IS ALREADY 
MAKING AN IMPACT ON UARTS.

GIVING  
       FORWARD

UArts relies on its Board of Trustees for  
leadership, counsel, and financial support.  
In recent years, UArts’ board has become  
the home for the next generation of young 
philanthropists. Meet three board members  

with deep family histories of supporting the  

arts in the Philadelphia region.

GIVING  
       FORWARD
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MEGAN NICOLETTI,  
TRUSTEE

At age 28, Megan Nicoletti takes her role as an influential 
young Philadelphian seriously. She has already served as 
a volunteer with the Philadelphia Ballet, the Barnes 
Foundation, and Project HOME.

“For any organization, it’s really important to get the next 
generation involved,” she said. “Whenever I join a board,  
I love to connect other younger people to the cause.”

Nicoletti grew up outside Philadelphia and has stayed in 
the city because she loves the region. As a real estate 
agent at Serhant Societe Select, she enjoys helping others 
find a home in her beloved city.

Nicoletti has always been interested in design and fashion 
and has kept sketchbooks of her ideas. Nicoletti’s 
grandmother, Frances M. Maguire, was a well-known 
local artist—the recently opened Maguire Museum at St. 
Joseph’s University was named in her honor. The Maguire 
Foundation is also a major contributor to arts in  
the region.

When Nicoletti met Vice President for Development and 
Alumni Relations Andrew Pack and other members of 
UArts leadership for the first time, she was moved by their 
passion for UArts and was more than happy to support 
UArts in any way she could. 

“Just hearing them talk about UArts inspired me to get 
involved, because I knew off the bat that I could learn a 
lot from them.”

Nicoletti helmed a committee to host an event at the 
Philadelphia Art Alliance called Young Collector’s 
Night, a partnership with Friends of Rittenhouse 
Square to bring together the next generation of 
collectors, artists, and art enthusiasts.

The event was a success and drew people from her 
personal network and beyond to learn more about 
UArts. Nicoletti plans to continue looking for ways to 
activate the Art Alliance, getting young professionals 
in the city involved, and bringing fresh ideas and 
energy to Philadelphia.

“There can be some stigma for younger people when 
you’re talking about traditional arts organizations,” 
Nicoletti said. “But we need to help these organizations 
stay relevant and appeal to newer generations.”

We need to  
help these 
organizations  
stay relevant  
and appeal  
to newer 
generations.

21

— MEGAN NICOLETTI, TRUSTEE

It’s really about appreciating what you have, and 
not taking the arts for granted, she said. The arts 
are always evolving, but artists need the support 
of institutions, schools, foundations, and 
individual donors to continue moving their 
disciplines forward.

“The way the world is going these days, the arts 
could easily slip through the cracks. But there’s 
no limit to how we can help expand them and 
continue to make a positive impact.”
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NATHANIEL P. HAMILTON  
BFA ’07 (PHOTOGRAPHY),  
TRUSTEE

For as long as Nat Hamilton BFA ‘07 (Photography) can 
remember, UArts has been part of his life.

“Growing up, I was very close with my grandmother 
Dodo, who was a board member for many years,” 
Hamilton said. “She was involved in many ways, but she 
hosted several fundraising events—I remember seeing 
[former Pennsylvania governor] Ed Rendell and other 
political figures at her house. I also got to witness live 
student performances, which instilled in me at a young 
age what art was and what the arts can do.”

Years later, Hamilton was midway into an education at 
the University of Pennsylvania and pursuing photography 
as a hobby when an advisor encouraged him to take his 
creative inclinations more seriously. He earned his BFA 
from UArts in 2007, and the experience made a deep 
impact, both personally and on his work. 

“My UArts professors showed me critical connection 
points, and they really helped me think about my work in 
a different way,” he said.

Today, as both an alum and a trustee, Hamilton has a 
valuable perspective to contribute to the university. He is 
also especially interested in issues of board governance 
and takes an active role in UArts’ financial stewardship. 

In addition to managing investments, Hamilton  
continues to pursue some commercial photography on 
the side. He also serves on the board of a Connecticut 
boarding school, his family’s private foundation, and the 
Philadelphia Zoo. An avid arts lover, Hamilton enjoys live 
music, performance, and visual art whenever he can. He 
particularly loves jam bands, improv jazz, and attending 
artist talks, on campus and elsewhere in the city. And 
every year, he eagerly anticipates returning to UArts for 
Commencement.

“There’s nothing quite like it. Even after all these years, 
it’s such a good experience every time,” he said. 

As a parent, Hamilton has been working to instill the 
same love of the arts in his own children, aged six and 
three. Continuing a family tradition started by his 
grandmother, he takes his kids to see The Nutcracker at 
the Philadelphia Ballet every year, and his older child has 
recently developed an interest in woodworking. 

When he’s among his peers, Hamilton often urges 
others to do their own part in supporting the arts and 
ensuring that future students have opportunities to 
learn and develop their work.

“It’s easy to overlook art schools, but people need to 
realize that the arts are a pivotal part of society. It’s all 
about finding ways to inspire others to get involved.”

— NAT HAMILTON ‘07 (PHOTOGRAPHY), TRUSTEE

My UArts professors 
showed me critical 
connection points, 
and they really 
helped me think 
about my work in a 
different way.
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organizations can help make Philadelphia a more 
genuinely integrated city and a more beautiful  
place to live.” 

Haas is eager to see UArts grow under the leadership 
of its new president, Kerry Walk. As a trustee,  
he’s committed to helping the university reach its 
goals. Whether at UArts or elsewhere, there are 
countless ways for emerging philanthropists to make a 
difference in the arts, he said, and the work is 
immensely gratifying. 

“Find your passion. Develop a long-term vision, and 
work with grantees or organizations to help them 
achieve their own goals. Connect with as many 
different artistic media as you can—all the art you 
experience will end up influencing you in ways you 
couldn’t have imagined.” ∞
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PETER HAAS,  
TRUSTEE

A high school teacher at Devon Preparatory School in 
Tredyffrin Township, Pennsylvania, Peter Haas first got 
involved with UArts a few years ago through his 
colleague Trustee Nat Hamilton.

“When UArts’ board was expanding and wanted to 
include some younger members, he approached me  
to ask if I wanted to join,” Haas said.

Supporting arts education was a natural fit for Haas, 
whose family foundation has long been a core funder 
of the arts in Philadelphia. A lifelong creative in his 
own right, Haas studied theater in college and served 
as the director of the Theater program at Devon Prep.  

“Artists make our experiences richer and more 
profound,” he said. “This world needs creative 
thinking to solve many of the complex problems 
that we face.”

Haas sees firsthand how exposure to the arts 
expands the worldview of his own students to 
include empathy and a deeper understanding of 
other perspectives. He believes that UArts has a 
critical mission, not only in educating artists in both 
formal disciplines and critical thinking, but also in 
enriching the city of Philadelphia. 

“As a university set in an absolutely diverse city  
that has had a strong cultural presence since its 
founding, we face all kinds of unique challenges  
and opportunities,” he said. “Our students can take 
advantage of the breadth of offerings, and they  
can also contribute to the life of the city in a  
much larger way.”

At the same time, recent shifts in the cultural 
landscape wrought by COVID-19 and associated 
economic hardships have endangered local arts 
organizations and arts education. The call to support 
the arts, he said, is more urgent than ever before.

“Arts organizations are much more vulnerable than 
they were a few years ago, and arts programs in 
schools are often first on the financial chopping 
block,” he continued. “Strengthening arts 

Strengthening  
arts organizations 
can help make 
Philadelphia a more 
genuinely integrated 
city and a more 
beautiful place  
to live.

— PETER HAAS, TRUSTEE
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UArtist Day  
of Giving  
puts inspiration  
into action.

ny community is built on the enthusiasm 
and dedication of individuals. For the past 
four years, UArts has demonstrated how 
powerful individual contributions can be 
during the UArtist Day of Giving. The 
annual event took place Feb. 28, 2023,  
and was a great success.

In all, approximately 1,140 members of the UArts 
community participated in the fundraising endeavor, a 
23.78 percent increase in the number of donors since 
2022. That number included students, faculty, staff,  
and alumni across 38 states.

The Day of Giving is about showing up for UArts and 
donating what you can. The average gift amount was  
$79, but the total came to an impressive $246,186, all 
designated to support student aid.

     A
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As usual, the Day of Giving included a bit of 
friendly competition, spurring the university’s 
schools and departments to vie for the highest 
number of donors. The top three schools that 
received the most individual gifts unlocked 
additional scholarship funds, courtesy of Trustee 
Nat Hamilton BFA ’07 (Photography). 

Thanks to the hard work of each school’s team of 
volunteers, the schools of Dance, Art, and Film 
secured the most donations, received additional 
matched funds, and took home the coveted 
UArtist Day of Giving awards.

The School of Art also won the 2023 Alumni 
Giving Challenge, which unlocked a $50,000 
challenge gift. On the staff side, Student Financial 
Services also unlocked $50,000.

Mark your calendars: The next UArtist Day of 
Giving will be held Feb. 27, 2024!

Holly Jansen BFA ’23 (Illustration)

Dean of the School of Art  
Sheryl Oring (left) and Assistant  
Dean Jessica Kahle (right)

25

Participants were rewarded 
with the knowledge that 
their donations will help 
future students access a 
UArts education and all the 
opportunities that come 
along with it. 

And with a gift of $25 or 
more, donors received 
UArtist socks designed by 
then-student Holly Jansen  
BFA ’23 (Illustration)—a 
reminder that being part of  
a supportive community is 
something everyone can 
carry with them. ∞
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     A

avid W. Schoner Jr., pictured below 
with his son, Christopher Schoner 
’24 (Animation), is leading  
the Parent and Family Council  
into the future.

You could say Schoner is more than an actively 
involved parent of a rising senior at UArts: He’s 
actually a UArts superbooster. As associate director of 
the New Jersey Motion Picture and Television 
Commission, Schoner has long been involved with 
both the arts community and his children’s school 
district, where he serves on the Cedar Grove Board of 
Education in New Jersey. 

Today, as chair of UArts’ Parent and Family Council,  
he leads a group of parents and guardians of current 
students dedicated to advancing the university’s 
mission through enrollment, fundraising, and 
awareness-building.

  D

MODEL  
DAD
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When his first child applied to art schools on the 
East Coast, Schoner recognized that UArts was 
special right away. Schoner and his son attended 
an event on campus and asked if Christopher 
could be a “freshman for a day.” By the time they 
had driven back to their home in northern  
New Jersey, an Admissions officer had already 
left a message with a date and time for the visit.  
Struck by UArts’ responsive staff and hyper-
nurturing environment, Schoner was ready to 
enroll his son and hit the ground running as an 
active parent.

“I’ve always found that the best way to 
accomplish things is to get very tactile, so I just 

started by doing what I could,” he said.

Schoner became a member of the Parent and Family 
Council when his son was a freshman, and he joined a 
group of highly motivated parents and guardians who 
liked to take the same approach. From engaging admitted 
parents event during the recruitment process to hosting a 
Bands and Beer Garden event during UArts Weekend, the 
Parent and Family Council has been a vital part of UArts’ 
success over the years. 

 
 
 
 
Beyond his efforts on the council, Schoner took it upon 
himself to encourage students from local school systems 
to visit UArts, take classes, or attend performances on 
campus—at times by the busload. To date, at least six 
students have discovered UArts as a result of his efforts 
and then chose to enroll. 

Schoner likes that the council is a way to stay connected 
(but not interfere with his child’s day-to-day life), promote, 
and advance UArts—and beyond that, help nurture 
opportunities for working artists.

“Artists are special,” he said. “They are really a different 
breed of person as far as I am concerned. And the artist 
community runs deep—you want to help other artists 
because they, too, are different from others.”

For the upcoming school year, Schoner aims to grow the 
annual UArtist Day of Giving and achieve record 
fundraising totals. He will continue to interact with current 
and prospective parents, answering questions and 
supporting their experiences at UArts. He also plans to 
bring more high school students to campus to see what 
UArts has to offer. 

In the meantime, you can probably expect to see Schoner 
on campus for events any given weekend. 

“Any free time, any vacation time, I make the drive down 
to Philadelphia. I like to say that I drank the Kool-Aid, and 
I’m here because I love it.” ∞

ANY FREE TIME, 
ANY VACATION 
TIME, I MAKE THE 
DRIVE DOWN TO 
PHILADELPHIA.   
I’M HERE BECAUSE  
I LOVE IT.” —
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= 1 TALENTED 
FAMILY 

5 PERFORMERS 
+ 4 UARTS 
DEGREES  

5 PERFORMERS   Y
ou could say that  
UArts is not just  
an alma mater for the 
Taylors—it was the 
staging ground for 

their future. Arthur Taylor BFA ’90 
(Theater) and his wife Shawnta Smith-
Taylor BFA ’94 (Modern Dance) first 
met during Shawnta’s freshman year. 
Both alumni of Duke Ellington High 
School in Washington, D.C., they were 
matched at UArts through an incoming 
student mentorship program.

28

Clockwise from left:  
Brazil, Viola BFA ’23 (Dance),  
Rhapsody BFA ’20 (Dance),  
Shawnta Smith-Taylor BFA ’94 
(Modern Dance), and  
Arthur Taylor BFA ’90 (Theater)



“At UArts, we got to study 
with pioneers like  
Walter Dallas and dancers 
who had performed  
with Alvin Ailey  
and Philadanco,”
“I was four years older, so I didn’t know her,” 
Arthur said. “Later, we realized I had actually  
seen Shawnta perform a Janet Jackson 
impersonation at a high school talent show.  
But we officially met in Philadelphia, and  
that’s when Cupid’s arrow struck.”

That first meeting led to a beautiful friendship, 
romance, marriage, parenthood, and creative 
partnership. The Taylors eventually co-founded 
Imagine Dance Theatre, a highlight in their 
respectively distinguished arts careers. (When 
their children were old enough, they performed 
as a family at the Kennedy Center.)

Through it all, UArts has remained an important 
foundation and a touchpoint.

“At UArts, we got to study with pioneers like 
Walter Dallas and dancers who had performed 
with Alvin Ailey and Philadanco,” Shawnta said. 
“At one point, I was offered the chance to dance 
with Alvin Ailey myself, but I decided to stay at 
UArts and finish my degree. I am so glad I did and 
had that background, so I could later teach.”

Today, the Taylors’ three daughters— 
Rhapsody BFA ’20 (Dance), Viola BFA ’23 
(Dance) and Brazil—are performing artists, too. 
Rhapsody and Viola followed in their parents’ 
footsteps to UArts, and to their delight, studied 
with some of the same faculty members who 
taught their parents. 

Rhapsody said her parents never pressured them to 
go into the arts, but simply being immersed in their 
world and watching them perform and teach inspired 
her to follow a similar path.

“It’s about much more than dance—it’s about Black 
excellence, and that has motivated me to keep 
going,” Rhapsody said. She currently lives in Los 
Angeles, where she is pursuing a multi-hyphenate 
career as a choreographer, dancer, actor, and model.

Viola, now dancing with Contemporary West Dance 
Theater in Las Vegas, chose UArts on the strength 
of its ballet program and after seeing firsthand her 
sister’s inspiring performances on campus. 

“Hearing about my parents’ and sister’s experiences 
at UArts held nothing but positivity,” Viola said.

Now artist educators working in New Jersey, the 
Taylors still return to campus whenever they can—not 
just to see their children, but also to cheer on their 
high school students who enrolled at UArts and teach 
master classes. They continue to stay connected with 
faculty and fellow alumni, both professionally and 
personally. And, they look forward to seeing where 
their children’s careers take them.

“We gave our kids everything we had, but you don’t 
choose this path because your parents did,” Shawnta 
said. “You have to do this because you love it, 
because you have a passion for it. And we all do.” ∞

— SHAWNTA SMITH-TAYLOR BFA ’94 (MODERN DANCE)

  
Walter Dallas 

 Alvin Ailey  
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The new Student Center is the 
heart of UArts’ campus already. 
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ast spring, UArts’ new Student 

Center was completed— 

it was one of the most eagerly 

anticipated capital projects  

on campus. Formerly known as 

Gershman Hall, the Student 

Center is the first-ever official student activity 

hub in the university’s history. To students,  

it already feels like home. Designed by 

JacobsWyper Architects in partnership with  

Galia Solomonoff of New York’s Solomonoff 

Architecture Studio, the new addition  

took two years to complete.

  L
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UArts students use the student  
lounge and the Collaboration  
Hub to work on projects, exchange  
ideas, and create community.

Vanessa Dinh BFA ’23 (Graphic Design)  
had her design featured on the walls of the  

Student Center.

31
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Thanks to $1 million in grants from Pennsylvania’s 

Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program, as well as 

a lead gift from longtime UArts supporters Harriet and 

Larry Weiss to establish Harriet’s Place: Larry’s Gift   

on the first floor, the Student Center is a one-stop-

shop for social interaction, study, and recreation. 

Students are especially enjoying the addition of a 

student-run Saxbys Experiential Learning Cafe, which 

incorporates student designs in the cafe’s interior and 

gives students a distinct opportunity for hands-on 

entrepreneurial learning.

A brand-new School Store offers supplies, books, 

university gear, student and alumni designs and art, gifts, 

and more. Rounding out the new spaces on the first floor 

are student lounges and the Collaboration Hub, a 

communal workspace. The Student Center is truly the 

heart of campus, designed to encourage creativity and 

interaction within and across artistic disciplines. 

Lee Wright ’24 (Graphic Design) contributed 
work to the Student Center.

Pennsylvania Rep. Jordan Harris, of the 186th District, 
addressed guests at the Student Center opening celebration.

UArts trustees Harriet Weiss (left) and 
Eleanor Davis (right) celebrated the  
Student Center opening.

32

Left to right: Carl Dranoff, CEO and founder of Dranoff Properties; Laura 
Burkhardt, executive director, Avenue of the Arts Inc.; and Anthony Luker, 
southeast regional director for Gov. Josh Shapiro, attended the opening of 
the Student Center.32
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ast spring, UArts’ new Student Center was 

completed—one of the most eagerly 

anticipated capital projects on campus. 

Formerly known as Gershman Hall, the 

Student Center is the first-ever official student 

activity hub in the university’s history, but to 

students, it already feels like home. Designed 

by JacobsWyper Architects in partnership with 

Galia Solomonoff of New York’s Solomonoff 

Architecture Studio, the new addition took two 

years to complete.
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Zakye Rothmiller ’24 (Graphic Design) 
contributed a mural to the new space.

“I’ve found the new Student Center to be  

a place I gravitate to on rainy days,” said 

Ariana Padilla-Rogers ’23 (Screenwriting).  
“I like to sit in the corner lounge space by the 

windows and watch Broad Street while I work 

on my schoolwork or play The Sims. It’s  

also nice to know that it’s a huge common 

space where I can meet and hang out with 

other UArtists and see people in all majors.”

Currently the home of Lightbox Film Center, 

the Student Center will also eventually  

house UArts’ state-of-the-art screening 

room. Additional construction phases will 

include an expanded and updated dining hall 

and a more accessible entrance from the 

street to the building.

In all, the renovation and 

additions to the building  

are more than an 

architectural upgrade—they 

improve quality of life and 

nurture a sense of 

community for students. 

“The Student Center is a 

really cozy and inviting 

place,” Padilla-Rogers said. 

“Between Saxbys and all the 

new spots to sit and hang 

out, it’s definitely become 

one of the busier spaces  

on campus.” ∞ 

Faculty, staff, and students now enjoy Saxbys coffee in the 
Experiential Learning Cafe, led by Student Cafe Executive 
Officer Kristin Vendel ’23 (Dance).

Select student work from Sizzle: New Works from the School of Art, curated by 
faculty members, was on display during the opening of the Student Center.
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KERRY 
WALK

 
INTRODUCING 
THE FIFTH 
PRESIDENT OF 
UARTS   

KERRY 
WALK
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erry Walk, PhD, became University of the Arts’ fifth president in August. 
A champion of student learning and success in the arts, President Walk 
is the first woman to assume the UArts presidency—in fact, the first 
woman to lead the university since 1876, when the first school that 
would evolve into UArts was founded. Over the past few months, her 
energy and enthusiasm have been palpable on campus and in the 
Philadelphia community.

“Kerry is a proven dynamic leader in higher education who espouses the values that 
shape UArts’ extraordinary university community,” said Judson A. Aaron BM ’81 
(Saxophone), chair of the Board of Trustees. “As a highly experienced college president 
passionate about arts education, she is the perfect person to capitalize on our 
momentum as UArts embraces its next chapter. Perhaps more importantly, it is clear 
she believes deeply in our cross-disciplinary educational imperative, which aims to 
nurture our students’ ability to think, adapt, and innovate in preparation for professional 
success and a rich, creative life.”

Through 10 questions, President Walk discusses UArts, its community and talent, and 
her background and relationship to the arts. 

K

	 UArts’ mission, to advance human 
creativity, has never been more important 
or more compelling than it is today. … 
Artists and creative thinkers are at the 
forefront of innovation and meaningful 
social and economic change.
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Q: What is your favorite aspect of UArts so far?

A:	 At UArts, everyone is living and breathing creativity, and it’s invigorating to be in  
this kind of environment. Plus the quality of student work is astonishingly high.  
I walk around campus in a constant state of awe at what our students are making  
and doing.
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Q: Where did you attend college, and what did you study?

A:	 I went to Wellesley College, outside Boston. I was a molecular biology major until I 
got bitten by the theater bug in my junior year, and I was hooked. My senior thesis 
was about the literary influences of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet and also about 
a production a classmate and I directed and produced. It was thrilling. 

Q: What compelled you to study Shakespeare?

A:	 Really the question is who compelled me to study Shakespeare. I have to thank 
many teachers and mentors who guided me along the way. I’ve seen so many 
productions, I’ve lost count. The most recent was a hilarious UArts production of  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream. It was fabulous! I went to graduate school specifically 
to study Shakespeare and ended up focusing on the cultural outpouring related to 
Shakespeare’s works since his death. It’s staggering, including fine art, music, film, 
animation, dance, creative writing, and of course theater. There’s even a video  
game based on Shakespeare. 

Q: What was your first position in higher education?

A:	 My first job out of grad school was at Harvard, where I taught and also took my first 
steps into higher education leadership. A few jobs later, I was the provost of an art 
and design college in Los Angeles, and from there I became the president of a 
college in New York with nationally ranked programs in dance and theater. And now 
I’m at UArts—the dream job! It puts it all together for me. 

Q: Why is a degree in the arts important?

A:	 UArts’ mission, to advance human creativity, has never been more important or 
more compelling than it is today. As UArts students and alumni have demonstrated 
over the university’s nearly 150-year history, artists and creative thinkers are at the 
forefront of innovation and meaningful social and economic change. 
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Q: What are your top three priorities for academic year 2023-24?

A:	 UArts has a distinctive mission, and my overall goal is to tap into the university’s 
potential as the most compelling destination for arts education in the world. As I’ve 
shared with faculty and staff, for me that means doubling down in three areas. First, 
ensuring that the education students receive erases the boundaries between the 
arts. Like most professional artists, our students want to fuse artistic media and 
disciplines to create work that’s fresh, provocative, and unique. Second, I’m focused 
on strong professional outcomes for UArts students. That means expanding the 
pipeline to internships and jobs in our region’s booming creative economy. Third, I 
want UArts to become brightly visible, considered to be the gold standard in arts 
education.

Q: When and where are you most inspired?

A:	 Immersive spaces inspire me—spaces in which I can forget myself and become fully 
engaged in experiences that transcend my day-to-day life. As a scuba diver, I take 
immersion literally and have found inspiration around the world, from the ocean 
waters off the Jersey shore to the glacial waters of Iceland to the depths of the 
South Pacific. Arts spaces are equally immersive for me. I fell in love with books at a 
very early age, but any kind of art form can transport me almost instantly to another 
realm. It’s magic.

Q: What’s your all-time favorite play?

A:	 Oh, please. Hamlet. Of course. 

Q: What advice would you give to a young artist?

A:	 Tell your family to calm down, you’re going to be employed! The Philadelphia area  
is an arts and culture powerhouse, and there are tens of thousands of jobs in the 
region’s $4 billion creative economy. The arts rule!

Q: What has your favorite meal in Philly been so far?

A:	 I know you think I’m going to say Philly cheesesteak, but I have to say—Philly pizza. 
There’s nothing else like it. ∞



383838

1. Maddy Wendell ’24  
(Musical Theater) and  
Isabella Salvatore ’25 
(Musical Theater) in “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream”

2. Sarah Golczewski BFA ’23 
(Film), “Mantis Shrimp” 

3. Aaron Michael Foreman  
BFA ’23 (Dance) and  
Amanda Boyer BFA ’23 
(Dance) in Martha Graham’s 
“Dark Meadow Suite”

4. Gavin Walters BFA ’23 
(Animation), “Gam Galaxy”

Photo credit: Paola Nogueras

 
STUDENT 
WORK 
SPOTLIGHT!  
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With Honors
When University of the Arts celebrated 

Commencement on Thursday, May 18, at 

Philadelphia’s Academy of Music, it honored 

five members of its artistic community who 

have significantly impacted our broader 

cultural dialogue.

Alum, artist, curator, educator, and author  

Deborah Willis BFA ’75 (Photography), PhD,  

received an Honorary Doctorate of Fine  

Arts and delivered the Commencement 

address. Joining her in this recognition  

were Michael Forman and Jennifer Rice,  

the couple who launched the Forman Arts  

Initiative in Philadelphia, a program that  

has connected and provided vital support  

to artists across the Philadelphia region.

In addition, the university presented Silver Star 

alumni awards to visual artist Dotty Attie  
BFA ’59 (Art Education) and musician and 

educator Clayton Reilly BM ’06 (Instrumental 
Performance), MAT ’21 (Music Education).

Zakye Rothmiller ’24  
(Graphic Design) 

41Read more about this year’s Silver Star awardees on page 16.



Welcome, Saxbys!
University of the Arts and Saxbys collaborated on a 

student-run cafe in UArts’ new Student Center. With the 

arrival of the Saxbys Experiential Learning Platform on 

campus, UArts students are empowered to gain real-life 

business and entrepreneurship experience while earning 

college credits and a salary. 

Saxbys’ student CEOs run and lead all aspects of their 

cafes, from team development and community 

engagement to responsibility for the entire profit-and-

loss statement.

Through a class led by Graphic Design Program Director 

Angela Riechers and designers Virginia Gehshan and 

Melinda Beck, the students in the Graphic Design, 

Product Design, Illustration, and Museum Exhibition 

Planning and Design programs worked collaboratively  

to develop the cafe’s look and feel and polish the 

overarching design of the space. Graphic Design 

students also created murals that energize the space 

with their individual aesthetics. 

“UArts students will hone essential power skills, such as 

emotional intelligence, critical thinking, and resilience to 

build upon their classroom experience,” said Nick Bayer, 

founder and CEO of Saxbys. “This holistic experience 

will benefit them in their cafe, community, and careers.”

— NICK BAYER, FOUNDER  

AND CEO, SAXBYS
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UArts students  
will hone essential power 

skills, such as emotional 
intelligence, critical 

thinking, and resilience to 
build upon their 

classroom experience.
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Nicole Marte ’24 (Graphic Design) 
stands in front of her mural, which 
is installed inside the Broad Street 
entrance to the new Student Center.
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UArts Announces 2023  
Creative Research  
& Innovation Grants
In April, UArts announced the recipients of the 2023 

Grants for Creative Research and Innovation program, 

which provides funding to 12 innovative projects led by 

faculty and staff.

Supported through the President’s Fund for Excellence, 

the grant program covered over $68,000 to realize the  

12 projects.

The program’s second round of funding allowed UArts 

staff and faculty members to explore identity and history 

through video, audio, and performances; build DIY 

vehicles; develop several multimedia performances;  

and create an immersive virtual reality narrative.

The grant recipients began to conduct research, travel, 

and execute their projects immediately, with many 

resulting performances, installations, production periods, 

and travel taking place over the summer and in the fall.

To view a list of recipients and learn more about the 

projects, visit uarts.edu/research-innovation-grant-2023. 

Did you know? 
All of University of the Arts’ 2023  

Commencement branding–programs,  

web assets, banners, and more– 

was the brainchild of Leon B. Baker II  
BFA ’23 (Graphic Design). 

My thought process for this campaign centered around the themes of 
diversity and inclusion, which I aimed to convey using colorful and 

abstract forms. The abstract shapes resemble the ripples that emanate 
from a pebble being dropped into water and serve as a metaphor for 

the waves of life we all encounter. ”

— LEON B. BAKER II BFA ’23 (GRAPHIC DESIGN)

Kevin Merinsky, “Betaverse,”  
an interactive VR narrative (in progress)

http://uarts.edu/research-innovation-grant-2023


Sheryl Oring Joins UArts as 
Dean of the School of Art
Sheryl Oring, a renowned artist, educator, activist, and 

advocate for the arts, joined UArts as dean of School of 

Art in January 2023. 

“UArts has an extraordinary creative legacy and an 

ambitious mission, so I could not be more thrilled to join 

this university community,” Oring said. “As a leader in 

visual arts education, I draw inspiration from amplifying 

others’ work and vision, something I am eager to 

continue at UArts and throughout Philadelphia. I look 

forward to engaging and collaborating with the many 

students, faculty, and staff who make the university such 

a diverse hub of creativity and innovation.”

In 2004, Oring began I Wish to Say, through which she 

has typed nearly 4,300 postcards at dozens of locations 

across the country and has sent them to four different 

U.S. presidents. Across the project’s more than 100 

performances, Oring dons 1960s secretary attire and 

establishes a makeshift office—complete with a vintage 

manual typewriter—in a public place. Passersby are 

invited to dictate postcards to the sitting president. After 

typing them verbatim, Oring sends the original postcards 

to the White House and keeps a copy for her project 

archive, hosted by the University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro Library. 

 
Photo credit: Dhanraj Emanuel

45

School of Dance Dean  
Knighted in France 
In recognition of her global contributions to dance,  

Donna Faye Burchfield, dean of the School of Dance, was 

awarded the rank of Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters 

from the French Ministry of Culture. The recognition, one of the 

primary distinctions from France’s ministerial orders, is bestowed 

upon those who have distinguished themselves through their 

creativity in the cultural realm and their dedication to advancing 

the distribution of arts and culture.

The Order of Arts and Letters (Ordre des Arts et des Lettres)  

was established by France in 1957, in order to recognize eminent 

artists and writers, as well as people who have contributed 

significantly to furthering the arts in France and around the 

world. The Order of Arts and Letters is awarded three times  

per year. 

“Traveling to France over the past three decades has shaped my 

career in profound ways,” Burchfield said. “The relationships I 

have formed there over the years have helped me to understand 

the great lessons bound up in lifelong, loving friendships in 

dance. I am humbled by this honor.”



46

Oscar-Nominated Director 
Hosts ‘Live Cinema’ Event
On Saturday, Oct. 15, 2022, Oscar-nominated director  

Sam Green visited UArts for a screening of his 2022 

Sundance Film Festival hit documentary, 32 Sounds. The 

film, which asks audiences to reconsider their 

relationship to sound, was presented as a “live cinema” 

event at Lightbox Film Center, and Green provided live 

narration.

32 Sounds was designed to be a participatory 

documentary that can be experienced in several 

different ways. Each audience member is provided with 

a pair of noise-canceling headphones that help shape 

the direction of the film’s sound and eliminate rustling, 

whispering, and other typical movie theater distractions. 

Throughout the film, Green explores 32 discrete sound 

explorations to, as he ponders, “understand time and 

time passing and loss and the ephemeral beauty of the 

present moment”—consistent themes that appear in  

his work. 

In advance of the screening, Green spent much of that 

Friday with students from UArts’ School of Film.

The Innerview Restored by  
Lightbox Film Center

different formats. The version screened in Rotterdam is 

the oldest-known iteration and is understood to be the 

closest to the film’s original form. Beymer remains at 

work on a director’s cut, which will be featured in the 

2024 Rotterdam festival. Both versions will be screened 

at Lightbox later this year.

The Innerview, written, produced, and directed by  

Richard Beymer, is the second film to receive a 

complete restoration through Lightbox Film Center’s 

burgeoning preservation program. 

The 1973 avant-garde film, an unclassifiable and 

thought-provoking documentary, was digitally restored 

in partnership with Northeast Historic Film; the National 

Film Preservation Foundation; and Corpus Fluxus,  

with generous support from UArts donors Ron and 
Suzanne Naples.

The film returned to the screen for the first time since 

the mid-1970s as part of the International Film Festival 

Rotterdam in early February. 

The Innerview features found footage presented as a 

stream-of-consciousness assemblage and has remained 

in a state of flux for nearly 50 years. Beymer continues 

to work and rework it, bleaching segments of the 

original 16mm footage or inserting new footage in 
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Lightbox Film Center 
Awarded 2023 Project Grant 
from The Pew Center for 
Arts & Heritage
Lightbox Film Center has been awarded a 2023  

Project Grant from The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage 

for a sweeping survey of the art of Susan Kleckner,  

a pioneering and under-recognized photographer and 

filmmaker of the late 20th century. 

The exhibition, Raw Material: The Art and Life of Susan 
Kleckner, will be held in fall 2025 and will be the first 

survey of Kleckner’s work, featuring approximately 100 

artworks, films, videos, and additional ephemera 

accompanied by a film and video screening series and a 

scholarly monograph. Raw Material will be curated by 

art historian William Kaizen, PhD, who conceptualized 

the exhibition in collaboration with Lightbox Film Center 

Director and Curator Jesse Pires. 

Kleckner was a pioneering feminist artist who 

participated in Women Artists in Revolution—an 

organization that aimed to topple the race and gender 

exclusivity of New York’s art scene in the late 1960s  

and early 1970s—and founded the Women’s Interart 

Center, a multidisciplinary space for women’s art and 

education that was active at the same time. She also 

directed films, including Another Look (At the Miami 

Convention), an intersectional examination of Shirley 

Chisholm’s landmark 1972 U.S. presidential campaign. 

Faculty Member  
Wins Grant for Devised  
Theater Institute  
Quinn Bauriedel, associate professor and director for 

UArts’ Devised Performance MFA program, recently 

received a $157,998 grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) to create a two-

week residential institute focused on devised theater. 

The institute—titled Preserving and Transmitting 

American Ensemble-Based Devised Theater—was held 

in June at Pig Iron Theater Company’s headquarters in 

Philadelphia’s Kensington neighborhood. It assembled 

25 higher education faculty members from across  

the country for an intensive study of this form of 

theater-making, including exploring its history and 

enduring impact. 

The institute bridged the gap between devised theater’s 

historical and critical study, expediting the scholarship 

and criticism that lags its sustained impact.

“There’s an ephemerality to our art form that may be 

hard to bind,” Bauriedel said. “But hopefully, the 

discourse surrounding it will be something that appears 

more and more in higher ed.”

Susan Kleckner, Untitled (n.d.)  
b&w photograph

A still from Pig Iron’s 2021 production of  
Love Unpunished; Image credit: Mimi Lien
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1940s
Lenore Millhollen 
’47 (Continuing Education/Advertising)

1950s
Earl Blust 
’54 (Advertising Design)

Nomi (Raia) Weinstein 
’56 (Fashion Illustration)

1960s
George Mossman Greenamyer
’62 (Dimensional Design)

William Wareham 
’64 (Dimensional Design)

Alphonese Mattia 
’69 (Wood)

1970s 
Joel C. Levy 
’70 (Painting and Drawing)

Wayne Spector 
’74 (Fine Arts)

1980s
Lillian ‘Libby’ Newman 
BFA ’80 (Printmaking)

1990s
Craig Minella 
’91 (Industrial Design) 

2000s
Ariana (Kampanelas) Sutton 
’09 (Dance Education)

2010s
Caroline Johnston Blasius 
BFA ’11 (Acting)

Faculty and Staff
Patricia Cruser 
associate dean of liberal arts, Philadelphia College of Art 

(now University of the Arts)
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Diana Soorikian 
BFA ’50 (Art Education) 

was included in a group exhibition called Amalgamation 
of Voices at Riverside Gallery in Hackensack, New 
Jersey, in September 2023. Soorikian’s work features 
abstract portraits that often reveal the imperfections of 
the human figure (and psychology). 

1950s
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1960s
Alan Goldstein 
BFA ’62 (Painting) 

had the work he has created over the past 40 years 
featured in a solo exhibit titled Alan Goldstein: 
Elemental at the Michener Art Museum in Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania, from April 15 to Sept. 24, 2023. In his 
extensive body of work, Goldstein explores nature, 
human identity, and cycles of growth and decay in his 
large abstract paintings, drawings, and sculpture.

Toni Silber-Delerive 
BFA ’69 (Painting and Drawing) 

had her work included in The Roundtable Exhibit, which 
was on view in the Trask Gallery at the National Arts 
Club in New York City in June 2023. Her painting offers 
“a stylized impression of her grandmother and her 
friend.” She said, “While tastes and fashions do change, 
the most basic of human needs, desires, and dreams are 
timeless.”

Photo by Frank Stewart
Ruth Fine 
’62 (Painting)

retired curator of special projects in modern art at 
the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., was 
recognized with the Lawrence A. Fleischman Award 
for Scholarly Excellence in the Field of American Art 
History. She served as curator for the National Gallery 
from 1972 to 2012 and worked on dozens of exhibits 
that featured artists such as Georgia O’Keeffe, Helen 
Frankenthaler, Jasper Johns, Romare Bearden, Jim Dine, 
and others.
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70s

Pictured from left to right: 

John Polanco  
Rob Rutigliano  
Mark Allen  
Ed Shea  
Bob Surttman

C Bangs 
BFA ’70 (Painting) 

had an exhibit, Postcards from Earth: Holograms on an 
Interstellar Journey, with her husband, Greg Matloff, at the 
Intrepid Sea, Air, and Space Museum in New York City. It 
opened Feb. 16, 2023.

Ed Shea 
BMEd ’71 (Percussion/Education) 

performed in the national Broadway tour of Tina: The Musical  
at the Academy of Music in November 2022 (see adjacent 
photo). It featured four generations of UArts alumni in the 
band, including Mark Allen BM ’10, MM ’11 (Saxophone, Jazz 
Studies); John Polanco BM ’22 (Trumpet); Rob Rutigliano BM 
’22 (Saxophone); and Bob Surttman BM ’83 (Trombone).

Lesia Sochor 
BFA ’74 (Painting) 

had a solo exhibit from Jan. 17 to March 2, 2023, at L/A Arts 
in Lewiston, Maine. Additionally, she had a solo exhibit from 
May 19 to Sept. 2, 2023, at Zillman Art Museum, University of 
Maine, Bangor, titled Body Language. It is a retrospective of the 
evolution of her Threads series, which depicts women, sewing, 
fashion, and the multilayered narratives they have conveyed 
through history. Visit Sochor’s website at lesiasochor.com.

Paul Hosch 
BFA ’75 (Illustration) 

recently launched his first of three memoirs, which includes 
a chapter about his experience at Philadelphia College of Art 
(now University of the Arts). The book, titled Undercover in 
India, contains 20 original illustrations and was released as an 
e-book in April. It reached no. 1 on Amazon in the Biographies 
of Social Activists section.

Tom Judd 
BFA ’75 (Painting) 

exhibited Garden of the Mind at Cope House Galleries in 
Philadelphia’s Germantown neighborhood from June through 
July 2023. His work explores our relationship to nature. 
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Deborah Willis
Image credit: Laylah Amatullah Barrayn

Deborah Willis 
BFA ’75 (Photography) 

received the Don Tucker Prize for the Advancement of 
American Art from Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art 
in Bentonville, Arkansas. Willis is a celebrated photographer, 
author, educator, and scholar. Her groundbreaking images  
and scholarship explore the representations and history of 
Black people, life, and culture, with a particular emphasis on 
women. Willis was also awarded a Honorary Doctorate of  
Fine Arts during UArts’ Commencement ceremony in May.  
Yale University also recognized Willis with an honorary  
Doctor of Humanities degree.

Jennifer Baker 
BFA ’79 (Sculpture)

was featured in a short film about one of her exhibits by 
filmmaker John Thornton. Additionally, Baker’s exhibit, 
Lamentations: Paintings by Jennifer Baker, was on view at 
Rosemont College’s Patricia M. Nugent Gallery from Nov. 10  
to Dec. 4, 2022. 

Gary Schwartz 
BFA ’79 (Animation)

is an animation director and performed a Cantastoria cranky 
at the Detroit Cantastoria Fest 2022, a festival of two longtime 
street art forms, Cantastoria and cranky. A cranky features a 
scroll of artworks that are revealed as a musical or storytelling 
performance unfolds.

RL Washington 
BFA ’79 (Illustration) 

exhibited his works in his solo show Flashbacks at the Moody 
Jones Gallery in Glenside, Pennsylvania. The show is a 
reflection on his life and everyday Black life.
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Anna Fine Foer 
BFA ’80 (Fibers/Craft) 

exhibited her work in a solo show titled Compensation for  
Loss at the Peale Museum in Baltimore. Through collages,  
Foer explores climate change and issues related to it.

Susan Ottaviano 
BFA ’82 (Illustration) 

published The Green Witch’s Guide to Magical Plants & 
Flowers: 26 Love Spells from Apples to Zinnias with Skyhorse 
Publishing. Equal parts practical guide and beautiful keepsake, 
the book—co-authored with Chris Young—shows how to bring 
more love and contentment into your life using elements of 
nature. Young and Ottaviano, two green witches, transform 
everyday flowers, fruits, and plants into bath salts, herbal 
infusions, soaps, sachets, tinctures, and more.

John David Simon 
BM ’82 (Music)

has two original compositions, “Inwood” and “Saying Goodbye,” 
in the new second edition of Real Philadelphia Book, compiled 
by Jazz Bridge and editors David Dzubinski and Suzanne Cloud 
and published by Temple University Press. It is available at 
Barnes and Noble and many other retailers.

Miriam Sushman 
BFA ’82 (Graphic Design) 

was included in the juried show All Creatures at the Gallery of 
Contemporary Mosaics in Chicago; her work “Red-tailed Hawk” 
was featured. Sushman has been a mosaic artist in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, for 10 years and has exhibited artwork, taught 
mosaics at a variety of institutions, and led community projects. 
To see more of her work, visit mosaicmirm.com.

Hratch Babikian 
BFA ’83 (Metals) 

was one of three artists who exhibited in the 2022 Wind 
Challenge 3 series at Fleisher Art Memorial in Philadelphia. 
Babikian’s exhibit was titled Hiraeth and comprised four hanging 
sculptures. The exhibit was held from March to April 2022.

Bob Surttman 
BM ’83 (Trombone) 

performed in the national Broadway tour of Tina: The Musical  
at the Academy of Music (see photo on page 52). It featured four 
generations of UArts alumni in the band, including  
Mark Allen BM ’10, MM ’11 (Saxophone, Jazz Studies); 
John Polanco BM ’22 (Trumpet); Rob Rutigliano BM ’22 
(Saxophone); and Ed Shea BMEd ’71 (Percussion/Education).

Maria Josenhans 
BFA ’86 (Illustration) 

had a solo exhibition, The Quality of Light, at the Avenue 
Gallery, Oak Bay, British Columbia, Canada, in October 2023. 
Her painting focuses on natural landscapes.

Amanda Maishman 
BFA ’88 (Graphic Design) 

was named the Rutherford County (North Carolina) Visual Artist 
Guild Artist of the Month in April 2023.

A.J. Casperite 
BFA ’89 (Illustration) 

had work included in the juried Society of Illustration annual exhibit 
in New York City titled SI65. The piece, titled “Young Sidney Poitier 
in Harlem NY,” was made with mixed media/Procreate.

198 0 s

Anna Fine Foer, “Hybrid” Miriam Sushman, “Red-tailed Hawk” 
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Scene directed by Musa Brooker from The Boys

Will Brock 
BM ’97 (Instrumental Performance) 

was music director of Hymn, a play by Lolita Chakrabarti that 
tells the story of the relationship of two brothers who meet 
as adults. It was presented by Inis Nua Theatre Company and 
premiered in Philadelphia at the Louis Bluver Theatre at the 
Drake from April 12 to 30, 2023. 

Ryan Hancock 
BFA ’99 (Theater) 

was named a 2023 Pennsylvania Super Lawyer for his work as a 
labor and employment attorney at Willig, Williams, & Davidson, 
Philadelphia.

Adam Nelson 
BFA ’91 (Theater) 

is founder and CEO of Workhouse, a publicity firm based in 
New York City. In July, Nelson was featured on Los Angeles 
Magazine’s website in an article titled “How Adam Nelson 
Became the Class Clown of Creative Communications.” 

Stacy King 
BFA ’93 (Painting) 

was invited to speak at Delaware Valley University’s Watson 
Executive-in-Residence program. King is the general manager 
of Watson Adventures, a company that creates team-building 
activities such as scavenger hunts.

Musa Brooker 
BFA ’95 (Animation) 

directed a surprise animation component for the most recent 
season of The Boys, a gritty live-action superhero show on 
Prime Video. Brooker is also the show’s creative director.

1990s
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Anne Kraybill 
MA ’01 (Museum Education) 

was named CEO of Wichita Art Museum, Kansas. The 
museum’s collection focuses on American art and includes 
works by Mary Cassatt, Edward Hopper, Winslow Homer, 
Andrew Wyeth, Thomas Eakins, Dale Chihuly, and many other 
artists. 

Daniel Kushner 
BFA ’01 (Industrial Design) 

designed a new drum accessory called Drops for his company, 
Tandem Drums, and has launched via Kickstarter. The 
campaign reached its goal in its first 12 days and has been 
building daily. Learn more at tandemdrums.com.

Andrew Wheeler 
BFA ’01 (Film) 

received an American Society of Cinematographers Spotlight 
Award nomination for his stunning work in God’s Country. 
The award recognizes exceptional cinematography in smaller 
feature films. 
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Jayson Musson 
BFA ’02 (Photography) 

exhibited Jayson Musson: His History of Art at the Fabric 
Workshop and Museum from July to November 2022. The 
exhibition centered around a video series that is part satire 
and part educational exposé of the art world and stars Musson 
and his puppet sidekick, Ollie. He was also honored at UArts 
with the inaugural Distinguished Alumni Award during UArts 
Weekend in October 2023. 

Jeffrey L. Page 
BFA ’02 (Jazz Dance) 

and 

Laurin Talese 
BM ‘04 (Vocal Performance) 

were among those who brought to life the mesmerizing 
musical Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill. Talese played 
Billie Holiday and Page directed the production, which painted 
a portrait of Holiday’s later life through her music. Adjunct 
Associate Professor Thom Weaver was also scenic and lighting 
designer. Lady Day was staged in April by Philadelphia Theatre 
Company at the Suzanne Roberts Theater, just one block  
from UArts. 

Maryanne Buschini 
MAT ’03 (Visual Arts) 

held an exhibition titled Kensico Dreams at the Harrison Public 
Library in New York in September 2023. The show’s works 
investigate the long history of the people and the land of the 
Kenisco Reservoir in Westchester County. 

Adam Blackstone 
’04 (Instrumental Performance) 

brought his one-of-a-kind musical direction to Rihanna’s  
Super Bowl LVII halftime performance. This followed a 2022 
Emmy win for his musical direction of the previous year’s 
halftime show.

Jeannine A. Cook 
BS ’05 (Communications), MA ’14 (Art Education)

owner of Harriett’s Bookshop in Philadelphia and Ida’s 
Bookshop in Collingswood, New Jersey, led a discussion  
in fall 2022 at UArts about activism, art, and literature with 
Loveis Wise BFA ’18 (Illustration) and bestselling author of  
How to Be an Antiracist Ibram X. Kendi, who collaborated  
on Magnolia Flower. The book, published by HarperCollins  
in 2022, is a reimagined version of a story by lauded 20th  
century writer Zora Neale Hurston. Cook was also honored 
with the inaugural Alumni Service Award during UArts  
Weekend in October 2023.
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Alex Da Corte
BFA ‘04 (Printmaking) 

A large-scale solo exhibition of the work of Alex Da Corte  
was presented at Rosenwald-Wolf Gallery at UArts from  
Friday, Jan. 13 to Friday, March 10, 2023. Alex Da Corte’s  
The Street comprised a suite of his recent, large-scale reverse-
glass paintings, shown for the first time and hung against 
a background mural of his own design in an environment 
including masonry columns, neon, and placards.

James Boyle 
BFA ’05 (Illustration)

was among the illustrators who contributed to the Eagles 
Game Day Poster Playlist. The project paired visual artists 
and musicians to create a poster and a song for each home 
game. Boyle and Sharif Lacey BFA ’00 (Writing for Film and 
Television), known as Reef the Lost Cauze, collaborated for a 
poster commemorating a game against the New York Giants. 

Monica Zimmerman 
MA ’05 (Museum Communication) 

was appointed executive director of Fleisher Art Memorial in 
October 2022. Zimmerman formerly served as vice president 
of public education, engagement, and museum operations at 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts.

Daniel Joseph 
BS ’06 (Industrial Design) 

is principal illusionist integrator at Walt Disney Imagineering and 
was a 2023 inductee in the Florida Inventors Hall of Fame for 
his innovations in special effects that influenced immersion  
and interactivity.

James Moore 
MM ’06 (Jazz Studies) 

was appointed president of West Virginia Wesleyan College, 
Buckhannon, West Virginia, in March 2023. 

Kate Quinn 
MFA ’07 (Museum Exhibition Planning and Design) 

made history in fall 2022 by becoming the Mütter Museum’s 
first-ever executive director. Previously, she spent 14 years 
at the Penn Museum as director of exhibitions and special 
programs. Quinn is also an adjunct professor in UArts’ Museum 
Studies MA program.

Iquail Shaheed 
BFA ’07 (Dance) 

made history by becoming the first Black male to earn a PhD 
in Dance from Texas Woman’s University in Denton. Shaheed’s 
research has roots in Philly: His dissertation centers around 
choreographer Milton Myers, who has been a visiting artist at 
UArts, and the joy his work evokes.

Jason Chen 
BFA ’08 (Animation) 

worked with Fuentes and Group X to direct a documentary 
about the creation of “Alpha: Sacred Beings (The Origin of 
Creation),” a monument at the Philadelphia Navy Yard that was 
created by Marianela Fuentes and symbolizes and celebrates 
the bridging of two Indigenous Nations.
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Tatyana Fazlalizadeh, “Flight”  
Photo credit: Steve Weinik 

Alexander Diaz 
BFA ’08 (Theater Management and Production) 

was appointed executive director of the Bergen Performing 
Arts Center, Englewood, New Jersey. Previously, Diaz was the 
center’s director of education and outreach for its Performing 
Arts School, for which he steered classes through the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Tatyana Fazlalizadeh 
BFA ’08 (Illustration) 

worked with Mural Arts Philadelphia to create “Flight,” a 
remarkable mural located 100 feet up on UArts’ Spruce  
Hall. Unveiled in fall 2022, “Flight” explores what it means  
for Black people to be free to transcend their environment. 
Additionally, Megan Barnes ’24 (Painting) was a painting 
assistant for the project.

Lee Edward Colston II 
BFA ’09 (Acting) 

wrote The First Deep Breath, a play about family dynamics and 
secrets that was staged at Geffen Playhouse in Los Angeles 
from Feb. 1 to March 5, 2023. Colston also played Abdul-Malik, 
the family’s eldest son.

Tony Jackson 
BFA ’08 (Ballet)

is a dance educator at Brooklyn Park Middle School and was 
named Maryland Dance Educator of the Year.

Jaclyn Sinquett 
BFA ’08 (Illustration) 

recently collaborated with Frozen star Idina Menzel and 
Menzel’s sister Cara to illustrate the children’s book Loud 
Mouse. The story follows a mouse with a knack for singing  
who learns to embrace her voice. It was released by Disney 
Hyperion in September 2022.

Diane Sanders 
MFA ’09 (Museum Exhibition Planning and Design) 

was named assistant director of University of Southern Indiana 
Historic New Harmony, a historic communal living site. 
Previously, Sanders worked as exhibits specialist for the U.S. 
Capitol Visitor Center in Washington, D.C.

Adea Michelle Sessoms 
BFA ’09 (Jazz Dance) 

was a part of the ensemble for Moulin Rouge’s national tour.  
It was staged in Philadelphia in July.

Adea Michelle Sessoms (left), Moulin Rouge 59
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Mark Allen 
BM ’10 (Saxophone), MM ’11 (Jazz Studies) 

performed in the national Broadway tour of Tina: The Musical 
at the Academy of Music (see photo on page 52). It featured 
four generations of UArts alumni in the band, including  
John Polanco BM ’22 (Trumpet); Rob Rutigliano BM ’22 
(Saxophone); Ed Shea BMEd ’71 (Percussion/Education);  
and Bob Surttman BM ’83 (Trombone).

Anthony Akanbi 
BFA ’11 (Illustration) 

was selected to show his artwork alongside other artists in the 
exhibition Cross Cultural Perspectives in the Newark Museum 
of Art for the 2023 Newark Arts Festival in New Jersey. Akanbi’s 
piece is titled “Sun Wukong Confronts Buddha” and depicts the 
mythical battle of wits between the unrepentant Monkey King 
and the great Buddha. The exhibit was held Sept. 27–Oct. 29, 
2023. Follow him on Instagram: @rackthecrown.

Danielle Lovier 
BFA ’11 (Musical Theater) 

and 

Nicholas Rahn 
BM ’11 (Instrumental Performance) 

toured in support of their indie rock band Grocer’s six-song 
EP Scatter Plot, which was released in March 2023. The EP is a 
followup to Grocer’s 2022 album, Numbers Game. 

Jonathan Lyndon Chase, T: The New York Times Style Magazine  
Photo credit: Shikeith
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Brandon J. Pierce 
BFA ’12 (Acting) 

played the role of Junior in the world premiere of Eternal Life 
Part I, which was staged at the Wilma Theater in Philadelphia 
from April 11 to 13, 2023. Written by Nathan Alan Davis, the 
play explores parenting, generations, and legacy. 

Jason Piperberg 
BFA ’12 (Illustration)

was among the illustrators who contributed to the Eagles 
Game Day Poster Playlist. The project paired visual artists 
and musicians to create a poster and a song for each home 
game. 

Charles P. Way 
BFA ’12 (Dance) 

served as assistant dance captain and swing in the musical 
Jagged LIttle Pill, which was staged at Kimmel Cultural 
Campus in January.

Jonathan Lyndon Chase 
BFA ’13 (Painting)

graced the cover of the Sept. 18 issue of T: The New York 
Times Style Magazine. Chase joined other multidisciplinary 
artists for a shoot celebrating the Black queer community 
and its trailblazers. 

Sarah Nguyen 
MFA ’13 (Painting) 

was selected as the Martin Shallenberger Artist in Residence 
at Cheekwood Estate and Gardens in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Nguyen uses layered and cut paper to depict nature and natural 
elements. Her residency includes an exhibition at Cheekwood 
from Nov. 18, 2023, through Jan. 7, 2024. She also exhibited 
her work in a solo show called Trinity at the Branigan Cultural 
Center, Las Cruces, New Mexico, May 5–July 1, 2023. 

Hannah Agosta 
BFA ’14 (Illustration)

was among the illustrators who contributed to the Eagles 
Game Day Poster Playlist. The project paired visual artists and 
musicians to create a poster and a song for each home game. 

Kit Kouveras 
BS ’14 (Industrial Design) 

was hired as a graphic designer at Hoffman Planning, Design, 
and Construction in Appleton, Wisconsin.

Julie Woodard 
MA ’15 (Museum Education) 

is a career development advisor in Career Services at UArts. 
With funding from the Delaware Waterfront Corp., Woodward 
created Pockets of Light, an interactive public art installation 
along the waterfront, on view from July to Sept. 2023. The 
works, which varied in media, were on display on four piers 
along the river and were made from post-consumer materials. 
The installation also included interactive elements at each 
exhibit location. 

Julie Woodard, Pockets of Light

Jason Piperberg, Eagles Game Day poster



Lavett Ballard 
MFA ’17 (Studio Art) 

created a powerful artwork for the Feb. 13–20, 2023, issue of 
Time magazine—her second cover for the magazine in two 
years. The collage-like work comprises images of Black life 
from the past and present for a cover story titled “Division and 
Destiny: How to Build a Truly Equal American Democracy” by 
Isabel Wilkerson, bestselling author of The Warmth of Other 
Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration and Caste: 
The Origins of Our Discontents.

Jessica Claypool 
BFA ’17 (Animation) 

is shop manager of The Painted Lady LA, a queer Black 
woman–owned tattoo shop in Los Angeles. The Painted Lady 
LA was featured in the Los Angeles Sentinel in December 2022. 

Olivia Jia 
BFA ’17 (Painting and Philosophy) 

had her work displayed at the famed Armory Show in New York 
in 2022. Each year, the three-day art fair features work from 
galleries from around the world and is one of the epicenters of 
the arts in New York. In spring 2023, the gallery Margot Samuel 
exhibited Jia’s work in a solo show titled Perimeter.

Jason Corn 
BFA ’18 (Acting) 

and 

William Sander 
BFA ’17 (Acting) 

have a small business, Sandcastle Fun Co. in Philadelphia, 
which offers early childhood classes and birthday  
parties for babies through six year-olds. Learn more at 
sandcastlefunco.com.

Amber Malmstadt 
BFA ’18 (Dance) 

was hired after graduation by Montgomery Ballet as a company 
member and worked her way up from corps de ballet to soloist. 
After leaving the ballet in 2021, Malmstadat joined Tallahassee 
Ballet as a corps de ballet member.

Sean Rynkewicz 
BFA ’18 (Illustration) 

and 

Madison Claus 
BFA ’17 (Musical Theater) 

were engaged on Dec. 20, 2022, at Jose Pistola’s [owned 
by Casey Parker ’97 (Musical Theater)]. They will be married 
on Jan. 27, 2024, at St. Luke and the Epiphany Episcopal 
Church—just around the corner from several UArts buildings. 
Rynkewicz and Claus were both resident assistants in Juniper 
Hall during the 2016–2017 academic year. Claus is now senior 
administrative assistant in the Brind School of Theater Arts, and 
Rynkewicz is an adjunct assistant professor in the School of 
Design. The couple also shares yet another UArts touchstone: 
They both received the Resident of the Year Award, one  
year apart.

Loveis Wise 
BFA ’18 (Illustration) 

teamed up with bestselling author of How to Be an Antiracist 
Ibram X. Kendi in 2022 to create a reimagined version of a 
Zora Neale Hurston story in a picture book titled Magnolia 
Flower. In fall 2022, the pair visited UArts for a discussion about 
activism, art and literature, led by Jeannine A. Cook BS ’05 
(Communications), MA ’14 (Art Education), who is the owner 
of Harriett’s Bookshop in Philadelphia and Ida’s Bookshop in 
Collingswood, New Jersey. Wise was also honored at UArts 
with the inaugural Young Alumni Award during UArts Weekend 
in October 2023.

Lavett Ballard, Time magazine Olivia Jia
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Kyle Tanguay 
BFA ’20 (Dance)

who, as a rising senior, became the Philadelphia Eagles’ 
first male cheerleader in more than three decades and 
later appeared on American Idol, joined the production of 
Awakening at Wynn Las Vegas casino and hotel. Through 
dance, the show follows its heroine and her two companions 
as they “seek to restore beauty and love to the world.” It’s 
performed in a custom-designed, 360-degree theater made 
especially for the show. 

Mikaela Rada 
BFA ’20 (Dance) 

is performing in Mean Girls’ national tour, which is playing in 
theaters across the country through May 2024. She is in the 
ensemble and is understudy for the role of Gretchen. 

German Vazquez 
BFA ’20 (Photography) 

was honored with the inaugural Diversity, Equity, Inclusion,  
and Accessibility Alumni Award during UArts Weekend in 
October 2023.

Isabelle Cress 
BFA ’21 (Illustration) 

was selected to create a sustainability-themed mural for 
the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goal no. 17, 
Partnerships for the Goals: Revitalizing Global Partnerships for 
Sustainable Development. The mural was installed at St. Mary’s 
Interparochial School in Philadelphia.

Vero Gilman 
BFA ’21 (Illustration) 

was among the illustrators who contributed to the Eagles 
Game Day Poster Playlist. The project paired visual artists and 
musicians to create a poster and a song for each home game. 

Mikaela Rada 

Isabelle Cress, Global Philadelphia’s 17th sustainable 
goal mural

2 2 s0 0
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Abel Aranda 
MM ’22 (Jazz Studies) 

was featured in Jazz Times in the story “Abel Aranda’s 
Jazz Journey: The Mexican guitarist wanted to study 
jazz in the U.S.—and found help in a surprising place,” 
published Dec. 8, 2022.

Hap Haggelgans 
BFA ’22 (Illustration) 

was among the illustrators who contributed to the 
Eagles Game Day Poster Playlist. The project paired 
visual artists and musicians to create a poster and a 
song for each home game. 

Xenia Matthews 
BFA ’21 (Film) 

was selected for the 2023 Sundance Film Festival. Her 2022 
film OURIKA! was screened at the celebrated film festival after 
its world premiere at the Philadelphia-based BlackStar Film 
Festival in summer 2022. It also earned Matthews a feature 
in Filmmaker Magazine’s 25 New Faces of Independent Film 
roundup.

Victoria Hamersky 
BS ’22 (Music Business, Entrepreneurship, & Technology) 

created her own management company, VH MGMT, when 
she was just 18. Its mission is to make the music industry 
more inclusive. Her time at UArts further shaped this vision 
and turned into a thriving, full-service artist management and 
development company. In April 2023, she headed out on the 
road as tour manager for musician Isabel Pless.
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Jack Hopewell 
BFA ’22 (Musical Theater) 

played Jesus Christ in the North American tour of Jesus Christ 
Superstar, which started in fall 2022. He was hired only a few 
months after graduation. 

Lily McKown 
BS ’22 (Music Business, Entrepreneurship, & Technology) 

released the music video for her latest single, “Yarko’s House.” 
Her debut album, Backseat Driver, came out in 2020 and was 
well-received, garnering attention and praise from WXPN.

John Polanco 
BM ’22 (Trumpet) 

performed in the national Broadway tour of Tina: The Musical at 
the Academy of Music (see photo on page 52). It featured four 
generations of UArts alumni in the band, including Mark Allen 
BM ’10, MM ’11 (Saxophone, Jazz Studies); Rob Rutigliano BM 
’22 (Saxophone); Ed Shea BMEd ’71 (Percussion/Education); 
and Bob Surttman BM ’83 (Trombone).

Carolyn Quick 
BFA ’22 (Museum Exhibition Planning & Design) 

produced a museum exhibit called A League Apart, about the 
Philadelphia Negro Leagues with Brian Michael, founder of 
Phillies Nation and co-owner of Shibe Vintage Sports. It was 
hosted at the Cherry Street Pier, Philadelphia, during July and 
August 2023. Using memorabilia, stories from the past, and 
the audio baseball is known for, A League Apart focused on the 
players who stepped up to the plate to change the biases and 
traditions of baseball.

Rob Rutigliano 
BM ’22 (Saxophone) 

performed in the national Broadway tour of Tina: The  
Musical at the Academy of Music (see photo on page 52).  
It featured four generations of UArts alumni in the band, 
including Mark Allen BM ’10, MM ’11 (Saxophone, Jazz 
Studies); John Polanco BM ’22 (Trumpet); Ed Shea BMEd 
’71 (Percussion/Education); and Bob Surttman BM ’83 
(Trombone).

Zeinab Diomande 
BFA ’23 (Fine Arts) 

created the eye-catching “Deli Delight” in Fishtown for a 
collaboration among Streets Dept, Living Walls, and the 
Adult Swim Festival. Diomande also premiered her first solo 
exhibition, Wildest Dreams, at Philadelphia’s Magic Gardens  
in fall 2023.

Zeinab Diomande, “Deli Delight”
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GET CREATIVE 
WITH YOUR 
SUPPORT  
OF UARTS.

What if we told you that you could 
make a difference at UArts today while 
also enhancing your finances for the 
future? Join the dozens of 1876 Society 
members who have included UArts in 
their estate plans, and you could receive 
lifelong income and immediate tax 
benefits.

Make a Qualified Charitable Distribution 
from your IRA: Recent changes to tax 
law mean that individuals aged 70.5 and 
older may now make a tax-free transfer 
from their IRA directly to UArts. 

Visit uarts.edu/planned-giving or call 
215-717-6149 to let us know you’ve 
already included UArts in your estate 
plans or to learn more about any of these 
options. As always, consult your financial 
or tax advisor about what’s best for your 
specific situation.

PL AN A BEQUES T

Including UArts in your will is 
the easiest and most popular 
way to give a planned gift. 
Here’s some sample language: 
“I give to University of the Arts, a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation 
located in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, the sum of 
$__________  
[or _______% of the rest, 
residue and remainder of my 
estate].”

DESIG NATE UART S A S A 
BENEFICIARY OF YOUR 
RE TIREMENT PL AN 

When your children or other 
heirs receive retirement plan 
assets, they are subject to 
multiple levels of taxation–
in some cases, as much as 
70 percent! By contrast, 
designating a charitable 
organization like UArts as a 
beneficiary will allow you to 
transfer your assets tax-free 
and make a more meaningful 
impact.

CRE ATE A CHARITABLE 
G IF T ANNUIT Y

Life income plans, such 
as annuities, are contracts 
between a donor and UArts, 
by which UArts agrees to pay 
the donor and/or another 
beneficiary (for example, your 
spouse or heir) a fixed annual 
income for their lifetime(s). 
This payment is secured by 
the assets of UArts and will 
not change, regardless of 
fluctuations in the stock market 
or the economy in general.

The 1876 Society recognizes those who have included UArts in their 
estate plans. Members receive invitations to exclusive events and special 
recognition. To join, simply inform us that UArts is a beneficiary of your will, 
retirement plan, or life insurance policy. You can also work with us to make 
an investment that both benefits UArts and earns you income during your 
lifetime. Inquiries are confidential and carry no obligations.
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DONOR
R E P O R T

University of the Arts gratefully acknowledges  
the following donors, who made generous 
contributions in fiscal year 2023. Their personal 
commitments to the university were truly 
impactful and deeply appreciated.
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University of the Arts is grateful to the following 
donors, who made contributions during the 2023 
fiscal year, July 1, 2022–June 30, 2023.

$10,000 –  $24,999
Aramark Corp.
Asplundh Foundation
Binswanger Co.
The Brook J. Lenfest Foundation
The Brownstein Group
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC
CCS
Christian R. & Mary F. Lindback Foundation
Ralph Citino & Lawrence Taylor
Connelly Foundation
Conservest Capital Advisors Inc.
Anthony Conti
Deanna ’66 & Alan DeCherney
Erickson & Sons Inc.
David Fleischner
Patricia & Gordon Fowler
FS Investments
William ’68 & Vivian Wagner ’63 Gast
Travis & Angele Gaylord
Glenmede
Healthcare Administrative Partners LLC
Henry Nias Foundation
The Howard A. Wolf Fund
Bruce & Arlan Kardon
Virginia & Harvey Kimmel
Jeff & Meredith Lutsky
M&T Bank Charitable Contributions
MAJiK Foundation
PECO
Philanthropi
Ligia Rave-Slovic
The Richard & Jean Coyne Family 

Foundation
Riggs Distler & Co. Inc.
SEI Investments Co.
Rebecca Stoddard-Smith
Raj Tewari
Universal Display Corp.
Cynthia & Michael Veloric
Vertex
Jenifer & Jeffrey Westphal
Kevin R. Wright ’12

$5,000 – $9,999
Allied Universal Security Services
Roslyn Appell
Archer & Greiner PC
Joseph Aristone
Jasem M. S. Behbehani ’75
Benco Dental
Harmelin Media
JacobsWyper Architects
JPMorgan Chase Bank
Gina Kamentsky ’81
Keystone Property Group LP
The Lillian & Albert Noren Foundation
Ira Lubert & Pam Estadt
The Masterworks Chorale
Metro Commercial Real Estate Inc.
Alan & Jill Miller
Megan Nicoletti
William & Annette Provine P ’23
David Riessen
Susan Saint-Antoine
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young LLP
Dwight & Lynne Sullivan P ’23
Leslie Zavodnick

$2,500 – $4,999
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause LLP
Bank of America
Bittenbender Construction
Bruce E. Brooks & Associates
CBS3 Philly
The Charlotte Cushman Foundation
CTDI
Holman Automotive Group Inc.
Liberty Mutual
Meyer & Associates
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
Royer Cooper Cohen Braunfeld LLC
Paul Saint-Antoine
Cyma & Edward M. Satell
Nicole Schaeffer
TD Bank
Willis Towers Watson PLC
WSFS Bank
President Emeritus David+ & Dr. Stacey Yager

$100,000 & above
The Albert M. Greenfield Foundation
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Dorrance H. Hamilton Charitable  

Lead Trusts
Hamilton Family Foundation
Nathaniel P. ’07 & Shaina Hamilton Jr.
Peter Haas
Jessica Hamilton Hardy
Larry F. Magid
Presser Foundation
The Richard C. Von Hess Foundation
Laurie Wagman
Harriet & Larry Weiss

$50,000 – $99,999
Judson Aaron ’81
The Borowsky Family Foundation
Eleanor & Hal* Davis
Ellyn & Seth Lehr
Library of Congress
Ron & Suzanne Naples
Nathan M. Clark Foundation
W.W. Smith Charitable Trust
Robert & Lori Wymbs P ’23

$25,000 – $49,999
The Balvenie Fund
Arlene & Stanley D. Ginsburg
Joseph Cairns Jr. & Ernestine Bacon  

Cairns Trust
Ebonne Leaphart
Norma & Larry Reichlin
Satell Institute
William Penn Foundation
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John A. Dulik ’65
Steven Falkowski
Deena Flanagan ’87
Khara & Tom Flint P 
Jodi L. Forlizzi ’84
Susan Frazier P
Edward Garris
Andre & Deborah Hasou P
James Jones ’60
Geoffrey Kershner ’00
Katie Kim ’02
Anna Kirstein
Myra Klarman ’87
Laura LaRosa P ’17
Gary L. Lehman ’70
Natasha+ ’00 & Josh Levitas ’00
Margaret Lord & David Shapiro
Darnail & Andrea Lyles
Mark & Candy Maggioncalda
Victoria McCallum ’12
Power Home Remodeling
Prelude Solutions
Gianine Rosenblum P
Saxbys Coffee
Leslie R. Smolan ’75
Earl C. Stockdon
Mark J. Tocchet+

Vanguard Charitable Endowment
Michelle & Leonard Watson P ’23
Vicki Weiner
Joy Weissman
Li Chiu Yeh+

We extend our deepest gratitude to the 
many donors who gave gifts under $500.

*deceased

P parent
+faculty/staff

Sylvia Kreithen
Emilie S. Lapham ’72
Kathryn G. Lee ’74
Pearl Lee ’74
James G. Levin
Barbara J. Lorry, PhD
Marian & Kevin Maier P ’23
Patrick McKay
Karen ’70 & Don ’70 Moyer
Sondra & Morey Myers
David D. Oldham ’01
Andrew+ & Angela Pack
Patricia ’65 & John Pegram
The Philadelphia Foundation
Stacey Martino Rivera ’91
Eileen Rosenau
David Schoner & Linda Connolly-Schoner P
Patricia Sher
Samuel D. Sher
Howard Silverman
Nancy Smith ’75
The Steve Sabol Foundation
Katie Thurman+

Chris Tomlin
Derek Tucker
Jim & Isabelle Vesey
Billy Walsh
Eleanor M. Weirman
Kimberly & Doug Wendell P 
Kenneth & Carol Wong
Robert K. Yagura ’65 & Margo Hackett

$500 – $999
Anonymous (2)
Diane Beni
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Joan & James Bromley
Claire L. Brown ’92
Diane P. Buchman ’67
John J. Coll Jr.
Martha Davis
Peter Davis
Marie & Paul DeCaprio P ’23
Margaret & John Doyle P
Kathy Duffin

$1,000 – $2,499
Franny & Francis Abbott
Advertising Specialty Institute
Joy & Stephen Allen P 
Carol & Horace Barsh
Tracy Bartholomew+

The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Larry Berkowitz
Bluestone Foundation
Gwen Borowsky
Dan Bosin
Julie Jensen Bryan & Robert Bryan
Charles G. Bush ’66
Willo Carey & Peter A. Benoliel
Sandra Carson & Joe Leigh Simpson
Susan & Cummins Catherwood
The Chittum Family
Carol & Ralph Clayman
John E. Connolly ’88
Matthew J. Cunniff ’65
James F. Dever Jr.
Mark ’85 & Blythe Donnolo
Barbara Eberlein
Harvey Eisenberg
Gerard Eisterhold
Jerrold B. Elkins ’67
UArts Design & Technology Program
Ronda Fein
Ruth Fine ’62
Katherine Flannery ’87
Shannon Freedman
Gelb Foundation
Aurora Vanelli Gold ’52
Steve & Sherrie Graf P ’19
Dan Halberstadt P ’18
Shepard ’83 & Melissa Harris
Greg Homan
IMS Technology Services
Independence Blue Cross
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC
Jewish Community Foundation of  

Southern Arizona
Timothy Kaastad
Vicky & David Kelly P 
Andrew Kleeman & Holly Lentz P 



Erickson & Sons Inc.
FS Investments
Glenmede
Harmelin Media
Healthcare Administrative Partners LLC
Holman Automotive Group Inc.
IMS Technology Services
Independence Blue Cross
JacobsWyper Architects
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC
JPMorgan Chase Bank
Keystone Property Group LP
Lerch Bates
Liberty Mutual
M&T Bank Charitable Contributions
M. Holland Co.
Metro Commercial Real Estate Inc.
Meyer & Associates
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
Office Depot

Palmer Waterproofing Inc.
PECO
Peraton
The Philadelphia Contributionship
Philanthropi
Power Home Remodeling
Prelude Solutions
Radius Books
Riggs Distler & Co. Inc.
Royer Cooper Cohen Braunfeld LLC
Saxbys Coffee
SEI Investments Co.
Stagestep Inc.
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young LLP
TD Bank
Universal Display Corp.
Vertex
Willis Towers Watson PLC
WSFS Bank

Advertising Specialty Institute
Allied Universal Security Services
Amazon.com
Aramark Corp.
Archer & Greiner PC
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause LLP
Bank of America
Benco Dental
Binswanger Co.
Bittenbender Construction
Blackbaud Giving Fund
The Brownstein Group
Bruce E. Brooks & Associates
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC
CBS3 Philly
CCS
Conservest Capital Advisors Inc.
Courtney Ryan Law
CTDI
Divine Liberty Ministries

Corporations
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The Abraham Foundation
The Albert M. Greenfield Foundation
Asplundh Foundation
The Balvenie Fund
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Bluestone Foundation
The Borowsky Family Foundation
The Brook J. Lenfest Foundation
Catherwood Foundation
The Charlotte Cushman Foundation
Christian R. & Mary F. Lindback Foundation
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Connelly Foundation
Fidelity Investments Charitable Gift Fund
Frank & Marie Hamilton Charitable Trust
Gelb Foundation
Hamilton Family Foundation
Henry Nias Foundation
The Howard A. Wolf Fund
Jewish Community Foundation of Southern Arizona
Joseph Cairns Jr. & Ernestine Bacon Cairns Trust
Library of Congress
The Lillian & Albert Noren Foundation
MAJiK Foundation
The Masterworks Chorale
Nathan M. Clark Foundation
The Philadelphia Foundation
Pledgeling Foundation
Presser Foundation
The Richard & Jean Coyne Family Foundation
The Richard C. Von Hess Foundation
Satell Institute
The Steve Sabol Foundation
Stonewall Community Foundation
Vanguard Charitable Endowment
Vanguard Group Inc.
W.W. Smith Charitable Trust
William Penn Foundation

Foundations, Government, & Organizations
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Haviland Society

Named in honor of John Haviland, the legendary architect of Dorrance Hamilton Hall, the Haviland 
Society recognizes dedicated benefactors who make annual gifts of $1,000 and greater to UArts. Their 
support ensures that the university continues to advance the creativity of new and cutting-edge artistic 
talent in visual arts, performing arts, and media and communications. Haviland Society members receive 
insider access, invitations to exclusive events and networking opportunities, special recognition in Edge 
magazine, and more. 

Steve & Sherrie Graf P ’19
Peter Haas
Dan Halberstadt P ’18
Nathaniel P. ’07 & Shaina Hamilton Jr.
Jessica Hamilton Hardy
Shepard ’83 & Melissa Harris
Timothy Kaastad
Gina Kamentsky ’81
Bruce & Arlan Kardon
Vicky & David Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Kimmel
Andrew Kleeman & Holly Lentz
Sylvia Kreithen
Ebonne Leaphart
Kathryn G. Lee ’74
Ellyn & Seth Lehr
Barbara J. Lorry, PhD
Ira Lubert & Pam Estadt
Larry F. Magid
Marian & Kevin Maier P ’23
Patrick McKay
Alan & Jill Miller
Karen ’70 & Don ’70 Moyer
Ron & Suzanne Naples
David D. Oldham ’01
Andrew & Angela Pack

Patricia ’65 & John Pegram
William & Annette Provine P ’23
Ligia Rave-Slovic
Norma & Larry Reichlin
David Riessen
Stacey Martino Rivera ’91
Eileen Rosenau
David Schoner & Linda Connolly-Schoner 
Patricia Sher
Nancy Smith ’75
Rebecca Stoddard-Smith
Dwight & Lynne Sullivan P ’23
Raj Tewari
Katie Thurman+

Derek Tucker
Laurie Wagman
Eleanor M. Weirman
Harriet & Larry Weiss
Kimberly & Doug Wendell
Kenneth & Carol Wong
Kevin R. Wright ’12
Robert & Lori Wymbs P ’23
President Emeritus David & Dr. Stacey Yager
Leslie Zavodnick

Judson Aaron ’81
Franny & Francis Abbott
Joy & Stephen Allen P ’26
Roslyn Appell
Joseph Aristone
Tracy Bartholomew+

Jasem M. S. Behbehani ’75
Willo Carey & Peter A. Benoliel
Julie Jensen Bryan & Robert Bryan
Charles G. Bush ’66
Carol & Ralph Clayman
John E. Connolly ’88
Matthew J. Cunniff ’65
Eleanor & Hal* Davis
Deanna ’66 & Alan DeCherney
Mark ’85 & Blythe Donnolo
Harvey Eisenberg
Gerard Eisterhold
Jerrold B. Elkins ’67
Ronda Fein
Ruth Fine ’62
Katherine Flannery ’87
Patricia & Gordon Fowler
William ’68 & Vivian Wagner ’63 Gast
Travis & Angele Gaylord
Aurora Vanelli Gold ’52
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Ellen Emmons*
Marion L. Fetterolf* ’42
Peter Freudenberg ’67 & Stephanie Flicker
Donna J. Globus ’10
Dorrance H. Hamilton*
Patricia D. Henkels*
Mildred L. Hurwitz ’43
Gina Kamentsky ’81
Marjorie B. Levy ’69
Marianne S. Loeb*
Larry F. Magid
Sam S. McKeel
Deanna McLaughlin ’95
Thomas M. Miles ’75
Lenore P. Millhollen ’47
Lynn & Andrew Moceri
Stella Moore*
Michael F. Moreken ’56
Karen ’70 & Don ’70 Moyer

Henrietta M. Mustokoff ’68
Nancy Nahrgang ’84
Libby Newman ’80
Adolf A.* & Geraldine* Paier
Michael ’68 & Sherry Pedicin
Christopher Ransom ’82
Sydney Roberts Rockefeller ’66
Cintra Carter Sander* ’51
Marian C. Smith ’59
Peter Stambler
Carl L. Steele ’51
Marie D. Ulmer ’41
Audrey D. Walters ’51
Katharine Whyte Watt* ’73
Maria Yasinsky-Murowany* ’68

1876 Circle

The following generous individuals have either made a bequest to UArts or 
have indicated their intention to include the university in their estate plans 
through a will, a trust, or another planned gift.

Howard Alber ’33
William* ’52 & Yvonne* Allenson
Edna W. Andrade*
Anonymous
Rosalyn Wallach Baker
Mary L.* ’51 & George B.* Beitzel
Marcy Belfer
Norma E. Berke ’48
Louis Bluver
Ira Brind & Stacey Spector
Ronald J. Campbell*
Elizabeth Christensen* ’36
Ralph Citino & Lawrence Taylor
Ruth K. Colten* ’44
Eleanor & Hal* Davis
Joseph R. DiDomenico ’93
Sylvia L. Egnal*
Ronald S. Elowitz ’86 &  

Cherilynn Whitehouse

*deceased
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Alumni Giving by Class Year

Class of ’47
Jean S. Stephenson

Class of ’50
Arnold Roth

Class of ’51
Betty Boisbrun Lex

Class of ’52
Novelda H. Ferguson
Aurora Vanelli Gold
Caroline Wingfield Roth

Class of ’53
Dolores A. Altamuro

Class of ’54
Anthony D. Corcetto

Class of ’55
Judith Imber Sporkin

Class of ’58
Edward P. Challenger
Suzanne Wertman Spector

Class of ’59
Dorothy Attie
Elinor A. Veit

Class of ’60
Holly Nickles Ciccoricco
James Jones
Gary A. Williams

Class of ’61
Joan S. Beyer

Class of ’62
Harriet Kurtz Feinstein
Ruth Fine
James Jordan
David Pachman
Allen Craig Young

Class of ’63
Edward P. Coxey
Elizabeth G. Davison
Barbara Glickman
Karl G. Koslowski

Class of ’64
Anonymous
Stephen Z. Cohen
Karen Saler

Class of ’65
Barry R. Castle
Matthew J. Cunniff
John A. Dulik+

John McGahey
Patricia Pegram

Class of ’66
Charles G. Bush
Deanna DeCherney
Philip N. Devries
Lynda & Cedric Elmer
William G. Krebs
Elliot I. Rhodeside
Barry G. Seelig
Margot Zalkind

Class of ’67
Gary L. Anderson
Diane P. Buchman
Jerrold B. Elkins
Paul J. Em
Norma A. Griffith
John B. Klomp
Bonnie C. Randall
William G. White

Class of ’68
Jane Bennett
William &  

Vivian Wagner Gast
Pamela G. Harris
William F. Jennings
Richard D. Mechanik
Henrietta M. Mustokoff
Rosalie M. Sherman
Stephanie D. Wehmeyer

Class of ’69
Dianna F. Banks
Alice A. Carter
Dale Moyer
Joseph Santore
Kathleen Seltzer
Toni Silber-Delerive
Jeff S. Thomas

Class of ’70
Cheryl Brock
Osceola Davis-Smith
Andrea Glidden
Gary L. Lehman
Anita Lovitt
Karen & Don Moyer
Jean M. Plough
Scott Stahler
Eileen C. Stremba
Fredric A. Tator
David Tosher
Peggy & Stephen Zablotny
John Zuccarini

Class of ’78
Saul A. Fineman
Robert Gisriel
Joyce M. Hofstetter
Joseph W. Rapone+

Penny P. Smith

Class of ’79
Sharon & William Erwin
Betty Greene 
Thomas J. Kavanaugh

Class of ’80
Ani Anahid N.  

Gedickian Barber
Patricia A. Landes
Jerome P. Mulhern
Linda A. Procaccino
Bruce Santino

Class of ’81
Judson Aaron
Cheryl K. Hines
Gina Kamentsky
Karen Kieser
Gail Kiester
Miguel Reinfeld

Class of ’82
Robert D. Lurye
Susan C. Reichlin

Class of ’83
Michael P. Cinque
Shepard Harris
Cheryl Mitchell
Desiree Mitchell

Class of ’84
Harriet S. Ackerman
Kim Bears-Bailey+

Jodi L. Forlizzi
Patricia Kelley
Ruth Leitman
Nancy Nahrgang
Kyle Skrinak
Thomas Szwech

Class of ’85
Robert G. Allen III
Ellen J. Barbara
Ellen D. Birckner
Elaine G. Chu
Mary S. Dembo
Mark Donnolo
Laura J. Eitzen
Adam Kantorski Jr.
Elizabeth J. Mead
Aritty J. Newton
John Skidmore

Class of ’71
Carol R. Ashton-

Hergenhan
Howard A. Goldberg
Michael Kurgansky
Leonard Moskowitz
Lynn Felsher Nacmias
Joseph Nicholson
Myra Reichel

Class of ’72
Carolyn Doll-Geiger
Wendy Edwards
Marjorie L. Graff
Gerard H. Hovagimyan
Susan K. Leshnoff
Andrew B. Levine
Rita S. Michalenko
Edmund Puches
Elaine Puzzutelli
Barbara S. Rosenberg
Joseph Soprani

Class of ’73
Jennifer Bradley
Edith Brodsky
Kenneth D. Carbone
Cheryl Goldsleger
Michael Gruber
John C. Jackson
Rick Landesberg

Class of ’74
Laura H. Davis
Kathryn G. Lee
Beverly S. Leonard
Louis M. Marinaro
Carole Sheffield

Class of ’75
Jasem M. S. Behbehani
Nancy Caldwell Elliott
Richard J. Groller
Linda Hughes
Nancy Smith
Leslie R. Smolan

Class of ’76
Scott Feuer
David M. Graham
Paul M. Hosch

Class of ’77
Donald T. Camera
Sheldon Krevit
Paul E. Rohsner Jr.
Merrill Spector
Karl V. Westman

Class of ’86
Janine Cappello-Bryant
Ronald S. Elowitz
Lisa Oropallo-Mekarzel
Robin Plattman
John J. Rendzia Jr.

Class of ’87
Margo Barooshian-Goody
Lisa Misook Chae
Deena Flanagan
Katherine Flannery
Myra Klarman
Tage Lilja
Mary Lui Yoder

Class of ’88
Victoria A. Cunningham
Charles Keenan

Class of ’89
Robert Caplan
Jeffrey S. Ensslen
Elizabeth Grebe
Jonny R. Shaw

Class of ’90
Jay Bowden III
Diane L. Emerson
Todd Omohundro
Michelle R. Wurtz

Class of ’91
Anonymous
Benjamin D. Greenfield
Stacey Martino Rivera

Class of ’92
Claire L. Brown
Seth A. Grossman

Class of ’93
Amanda Beattie
Annette R. Carlo
Maya Thompson

Class of ’94
Sherif B. Habashi
Christine D. O’Brien-Mase

Class of ’95
Ellen C. Elman
Morgan M. McKenty
Jody L. Sweitzer

Class of ’96
Seth D. Kramer
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Class of ’97
Michael Foy IV
Nadia Hironaka
Berwyn Hung
Katya M. Roelse
Patrick A. Shirk

Class of ’98
Benjamin Prager

Class of ’99
Loren Marquardt 
William T. Thompson
Bryan Turner
Mark T. Wangberg

Class of ’00
Ilona Rubenstein Ahearn
Jaclyn Bashoff
Geoffrey Kershner
Natasha+ & Josh Levitas
Erin E. Sellnow
Andrea Silva

Class of ’01
Christa Rose DiMarco+

David D. Oldham

Class of ’02
Samantha J. Bednarek
Joslyne Andrea Braunfeld
Amanda L. Collett
Rebecca A. Gilbert
Katie Kim
Allison J. LeFebvre
Danielle L. Lyons
Jamil A. Mangan
Cheyenne Panzeter
Jennifer Walz &  

Jonathan Reinfurt

Class of ’03
Thomas G. Foley+

Imri J. Merritt

Class of ’05
Laura E. Ayd
Maxx Passion
John T. Welsh III
Cameron J. Zonfrilli

Class of ’06
Danielle M. Adams
Christopher J. Houston
Luise Schoen
Beth Van Why

Class of ’07
Nathaniel P. Hamilton Jr.
Benjamin R. Quinn-Kerins
Crystal L. Samuels

Class of ’08
Anonymous
Justine M. DiRubbo
Beck Gusler
Anna Hudgins Perry
Moses M. Rodrigues
Katelin A. Walsko
Elyse C. Wilson

Class of ’09
Alison L. Thomer

Class of ’10
Adriel A. Garcia
Michele C. Kishita+

Class of ’11
Rebecca J. Fell
Brian A. Stone

Class of ’12
Stephanie Bargas
Nekira Grant
Victoria McCallum
Isaac J. Ruth
Stephanie N. Vereen
Kevin R. Wright

Class of ’13
Kayla N. Miller
Karly Tufenkjian

Class of ’14
Ryan A. Berardi
Robin Brewer+

Angela M. Rio
Eric J. Shelton

Class of ’15
Stacey Kutish
Stephanie V. Wademan

Class of ’16
Cody D. Berkeley
Soraya T. Edwards

Class of ’17
Patrick T. Cabry
Cameron M. Childs+

Caitlin Riggsbee

Class of ’18
Nina Marie Hartman
Liz K. Waldie
Antonio Wright

Class of ’19
Diana G. Grater+

Aneelah T. Hendrickson+

Rose Farrell
Keara Fernandez
Avi Fidler
Jade Fitzgerald
Kayla Fitzgerald
Aaron Foreman
Liz Gagnon
AJ Garrett
Vanesa Gomez
Akira Gordon
Tasia Green
Samson Gutwirth
Allison Hamburg
Nydia Hamilton
Evesha Harry
Arianna Ho
Cole Hurst
Natalie Ionescu
Shoshana Isaacs
Hailey Jackson
Holly Jansen
Dallas Jimmar
Eric Juelke
Jamie Kaufman
Alex Kenny
Ava Kepple
Pete Kirby
Rachel Knaggs
Sarah Kraemer
Elias Kragseth
Maris Krystosek
Loren Landrum
Piper Loebach
Keshawna Logan
Sofia Marchese
Alessandra Martinez
Kelly McLaughlan
Pete McLaughlin
Katie McQuail
Alanna Messier
Serraya Milland
Zoe Miller
Logan Milot
Nolan Moss
Lucie Mulholland
Leah Nowell
Emma Olivier
Rachel Orji
Indy Paone
Caitlin Parrish
Paloma Parrotta
Morgan Peden
Katie Pedersen
Grace Plett
William Provine
Chloe Pyle
Michael Ramalho
Liz Ramos
Kayla Ricketts
Alaina Rodriguez

Class of ’20
Raunak Deshmukh
Kaitlynd E. O’Doherty+

Class of ’21
Cameryn S. Strickland

Class of ’22
Aliyah Clay
Mia Fabi
Mary Gilbert
Garrett L. Hendricks
Mattea Jones-Lloyd
Jess Maier
Nyna Moore
Erisa Pikuli
Patricia Salkin
Aguibou Bougobali Sanou
James Simmons IV
Victoria Staas
Yehudit Varon

Class of ’23
Caroline Alcott
Bailey Ammons
Bailey Barrett
Lina Batista
Erica Bergquist
Olivia Berkson
Victoria Berlack
Gwendolen Beuerle
Shamar Binns
Nicole Bittmann
Amanda Boyer
Julia Buckley
Dom Burgess
Halé Butcher
Erynn Butler
Amanda Carano
Amy Chen
Jung Min Choi
Michael Choi
Toni Chung
Kyle Ciarrocchi
Emily Civitella
Lindsey Coffey
Sara Coleman
Keana Combs
Ryan Cramer
Bella Crescenzi
Savino Curcio
Ria Das
Catherine Dawton
Emma DeCaprio
Roberto Delgado
Alexandra Dewey
Gabriella DiMarco
Vanessa Dinh
Courtney Dunn
Emma Ellis

Angelina Rodriguez
Raquel Rodriguez
Zack Romann
Tatiana Romig
Melanie Ruggiero
Olivia Schaffer
Riley Schor
William K. Schwarz
Erica Sholes
Tyler Sipe
Izzie Smalkais
Sierra Stallmann
Brianna Stratton
Shannon Sullivan
Minu Taylor
Viola Taylor
Benny Valencia
Bailee Varner
Kristin Vendel
Levi Volpe
Julia Vuillermet
Lanae Watson
Rosemary Weiss
Aarin Wilson
Karlee Woody
Annalise Woolford
Olivia Wymbs
Harlie Yahn
Uwazi Zamani
Demi Zingone

+faculty/staff
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William ’68 & Vivian Wagner ’63 Gast
Travis & Angele Gaylord
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley D. Ginsburg
Jillian Golden
Dominique Goss
Peter Haas
Nathaniel P. ’07 & Shaina Hamilton Jr.
Thomas Harvey
Paul Huzar
Bruce & Arlan Kardon
Mark Kasten
Ebonne Leaphart
Ellyn & Seth Lehr
James G. Levin
Jeff & Meredith Lutsky
Mark & Candy Maggioncalda
Stacy Martin
Megan Nicoletti
Sheryl Oring+

Jim O’Toole
Kathie Parisi
Sara Kupferer Pyle+

Norma & Larry Reichlin
Susan & Paul Saint-Antoine

Cyma & Edward M. Satell
Nicole Schaeffer
Howard Silverman
Peter C. Soens
Dwight & Lynne Sullivan P ’23
Raj Tewari
Chris Tomlin
Angela Val
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Veloric
Jim & Isabelle Vesey
Laurie Wagman
Billy Walsh
Harriet & Larry Weiss

Judson Aaron ’81
Anonymous (3)
Joseph Aristone
Carol Blank Barsh & Horace Barsh
Larry Berkowitz
Gwen Borowsky
Dan Bosin
Donna Faye Burchfield+

Franklyn Cantor+

Ralph Citino & Lawrence Taylor
Anthony Conti
Caroline De Marco
Deanna ’66 & Alan DeCherney
James F. Dever Jr.
Joseph A. Dougherty
Barbara Eberlein
Steven Falkowski
Mara Flamm+

David Fleischner
Patricia & Gordon Fowler
Shannon Freedman
Adriel A. Garcia
Edward Garris
Meghan Garsey

Performance Unleashed (Individuals)

P parent
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Advertising Specialty Institute
Allied Universal Security Services
Aramark Corp.
Archer & Greiner PC
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause LLP
Bank of America
Benco Dental
Binswanger Co.
Bittenbender Construction
The Brownstein Group
Bruce E. Brooks & Associates
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC
CBS3 Philly
CCS
Conservest Capital Advisors Inc.
CTDI
Erickson & Sons Inc.
FS Investments
Glenmede
Hamilton Family Foundation
Harmelin Media
Healthcare Administrative Partners LLC
Holman Automotive Group Inc.
IMS Technology Services
Independence Blue Cross
JacobsWyper Architects
JPMorgan Chase Bank
Lerch Bates
M&T Bank Charitable Contributions
Metro Commercial Real Estate Inc.

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
Palmer Waterproofing Inc.
PECO
Philanthropi
Power Home Remodeling
Prelude Solutions
Riggs Distler & Co. Inc
Royer Cooper Cohen Braunfeld LLC
Satell Institute
Saxbys Coffee
SEI Investments Co.
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young LLP
TD Bank
Universal Display Corp.
Vertex
Willis Towers Watson PLC
WSFS Bank

Performance Unleashed (Corporate)
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UArtist Day of Giving

Anonymous (4)
Zhyldyz Abdykadyrova
Hayden Abrahams
Rain Abrahams
Helene Abramowitz
Myra Abramowitz
Kweson Abrams
Cecille Abreu
Kathleen Achenbach
Danielle M. Adams
Keith Adams
Midafe Adogame
Samantha Aghassi
Ilona Rubenstein Ahearn ’00, ’01
Charles Allen
Denise Allen
Gianna Allen
Jo-Louise Allen P ’23
Joy & Stephen Allen 
Robert G. Allen III
Donna Allen-Woolfolk P ’23
Jalilah Alli
Eric Althoff
Kikau Alvaro+ & Derrick Jaques+

Ibrahaim Amen
Mia Amendola
Amber Amoroso
Hope Amoroso
Jonathon Anderson
Kyle Andrade
Albert Apple
Krista Apple+

Susan K. Apple
Laura Aquilone
Marcus Ardiel
Tabitha Ares
Mary Arndtsen
Barbara & Theodore Aronson
Sky Arrington
Mojave Artis
Eric Ascalon
Carol R. Ashton-Hergenhan ’71
Dorothy Atkinson
Kimberly & Michael Attanasio
Barbara Attie
Dorothy Attie ’59
Isaac C. Attie
Michael Attie+

Adrienne Aubrecht
Michelle Aubrecht
Jayda Aucoin
Mark Aufdemberge

Charles Avner+

Laura E. Ayd
Sanan Badmaev
Mataji Baguio
Sophia Baker
Joel Baker-Felty
Stephanie Bargas ’12
Monica Barnette
Daniela Barow
Bailey Barrett
Bruno Barros
Nolan Barry
Regina K. Barthmaier ’89, ’03
Barbara Bartholomew
Tracy Bartholomew+

John Bastian P ’22
Catherine Bauermann
Barbara Bayliff
Buck Bayliff
Holli Bayonas
Mariche Bayonas
Amy M. Beal
Kim Bears-Bailey+ ’84
Amanda Beattie ’93 &  

Stephen Jaron
Samantha Belding
Janee Bell
Sean Bell
Holly Bender
Iz Benson
Ryan A. Berardi
Lee M. Berg
Cody D. Berkeley
Mary Berman+

Christopher Bernard
Eileen Bernstein
Allison Beveridge
Jacob Bidelman
Shamar Binns
Ainsley Black
Alexis Carter Black
Ashley Black
Eric & Alexis Black
Jacob Black
Riley Blake
Jordan Blankenship
Grant Blaszko
Carolina Blatt+

Hope Blecher P ’20
Matthew Bock
Nasia Boggan
Doug Bohr

Chris Bolger
Christopher Boncimino
Evelise Bondon
Jennifer L. Borish+

Freesia Bornstein
Genevieve Bouchonville 
Alphonse Boulos
Teayra Bowden
Spencer Boyce
Pamela Sterner Boyer P ’23
Jennifer ’73 & Robert Bradley
Kiara Braswell
Adrien Braun
Jacob Brent+

Osyrus Brewer+

Robin Brewer ’14
Zachery Bright
Carl Bright-Walck
Edith Brodsky ’73
Logan Brooks
Anna Brown
Cierra Brown
Nyah Brown
Lisa Brownstein
Harry Brubaker
Steven Brubaker
Kate Bruno
Nicolas Bryant
Judy Buchanan P ’16
Gerald Buckley P ’23
Julia Buckley
Susan Buckley P ’23
Cullen Buettler
Donna Faye Burchfield+

Peggy Burchfield
Dominic Burgess
Hannah Burke
Augustus Burkhauser-Giustino
Nancy Burlan+

Camille Burrell
Linda Burrell-Warr
Janiya Burton
Hannah Bush
Erynn Butler
Jennifer Butler & Michael Foley
James Butterfield
Margaret Anne Butterfield
Kaitany C.
Patrick T. Cabry
Longen Cai
Donald T. Camera
Devon Campbell

Lanique Campbell
Mark Campbell+ ’74
William Campbell II
Ayden Campione
Zoe Caney
Katie Cangelosi
Franklyn Cantor+

Amanda Carano
Mariann Cardonick+

Jamie & Thomas Cardosi 
Jim Cardosi
Lilia Cardosi
John Carlano ’78 &  

Dana DeRogatis ’90
Samara Carnard
Adrien Carnes
JJ Carney
Kennedy Carruth
Ella Carter
Evelyn Carter
Lily Castiglione
Alexis Castro
Martha Chamberlain+

Shayla Chapple-Bell
Joanna Charap
Sarah Charlesworth
Ashleigh Chiang
Cameron M. Childs+ ’17
Hannah Chillingworth
The Chittum Family
Michael Choi ’23
Peter Chong
Theodora Chrysanthopoulos
Elaine G. Chu ’85
Shanon Chua
Toni Chung
Michael P. Cinque
Stephen Cirino+

Ralph Citino & Lawrence Taylor
Emily Civitella
Jacob Clark
Carol & Ralph Clayman
Lindsey Coffey
Sydney Coffman
Jennifer Coker
Danielle Cole
Violet Cole-Glick
Amanda L. Collett ’02
Keana Combs

We extend our deepest thanks to the many members of the UArts community 
who participated in the UArtist Day of Giving, Feb. 28, 2023. 
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UArtist Day of Giving (continued)

Michelle Conley
Jaclyn Connell
Linda & David Connolly-Schoner
Ryan Alise Connor
Aidan Connors
Megan Cook
Gio Coppola
Cole Corbett
Gregory Corrado
Matthew N. Courtney+ & 

Jacqueline M. White
James P. Cowen+ ’01
Chris Coyne
Lindsay Cram+

Peggy Cramer P ’23
Tawana Creamer
Henry Crooks
Martha Cross
Naomi Cuellar
Joanmarie Curran
Kaitlyn Currier-Graves
Ivy Curry
Sam D’Antonio
Carly Dagilis
Annelise Dahlin
Nils Dahlin
Cailin Daley
Elise Danh P ’23
Barbara P. Danin+

Jennifer Dauber
Wayne G. David+ ’02
Daryn Davidson
Judy Davidson
Eleanor & Hal* Davis
Laura H. Davis
Martha Davis
Peter Davis
Dawson Davy
Steven De Belder
Princess De Leon
Kelly Deasy+

Em DeCaprio ’23
Deanna ’66 & Alan DeCherney
Madeline Deeley
Christine Defeo
Laura Defeo
Lisa DeFeo
Maria DeFeo 
Michael DeFeo
Amy DeFruscio
Amy DeGaetano ’99 &  

William Thompson ’99
Jay Della Valle
Barbara Delollis
Mychael Delorme
Liana Demarco
Chloe Deon
Megan Derbick

Raunak Deshmukh
Denise Desiderio
Devan Detwiler
Ceyda Deyer
Consuelo Deyesso
Alexandra Di Trolio
Gabriella Diaz
Nicole Dichiara
Daniel Diciccio
Jeanne Dickenson ’22
Melissa DiGiacomo+ &  

Christopher Hogan
Christa Rose DiMarco+

Alexander Dimitriadis
Trifon Dimitropoulos
Vanessa Dinh ’23
Rayonna Dixon
Renee Domin
Nancy Donovan
Ryan Doyle
Deborah Duffy+

Edward Duffy+

John A. Dulik+ ’65
Adin Duncan
Liam Dunkin
Deniz Duran-Lorch
Brooke Dusseau
Christine Dye
Michael Dziuma
Carolyn Eaton
Olivia Eaton
Kyle Edens
Michela Edwards
Soraya T. Edwards ’16
Margaret Egins
Jess Eischen
Brianna Eisenmann
Matthew Elder
Nancy Caldwell Elliott ’75
Edward Elman
Ellen C. Elman
Erin Elman+ ’97, ’08 &  

Stephen Gibson
Rebecca Elman
Ronald S. Elowitz ’86 & Cherilynn 

Whitehouse
Dhanraj Emanuel
Shira Emanuel
Leigh Engelhardt P ’23
Catherine Escarsega
Mary Eschbach
Reagan Espino
Jack Estep
Nicole Hartmann Estrada
Mia Fabi
Rene Fabi
Katherine Feeney
Rob Feinberg

Allyson Feltner 
Kimberly & Robert Feltner
Gwendolyn Felton
Judith Ferlise
Aviva Fidler
Jack Fidler P ’23
Barbara F. Findler
Saul A. Fineman
Alexis Finley
Patricia & Jason Finn 
Jade Fitzgerald
John Flak+

Mara Flamm+

Deena Flanagan ’87
Regina Flath
Khara & Tom Flint 
Nolan Flint
Hazel Foley
Thomas G. Foley+

Ravyn Foltz
David Fontaine
Patti Fontaine
Delaney Ford
Haley Fordham
Aaron Foreman
Julianna Foster+ ’06
Aniston Frazier
Juliette Frazier
Laura Frazure+ ’86
Allison Freels
Sharon Friedberg
Gabi Friedman
Lily Fyfe
Anne & Mitchell Gagnon P ’23
Heather Gallagher+

Niyah Gantt-Brooks
Ciara Garcia
William ’68 &  

Vivian Wagner ’63 Gast
Travis & Angele Gaylord
Danielle Gazzilli
Ani Anahid N. Gedickian  

Barber ’80
Barbara Gems
Bob Giardini
Izzy Gibson
Valentine Giesey
Anthony Frank Gigante
Rebecca A. Gilbert ’02
Amy Gillette & Eric Miller
Jaden Gines
Sarah Gleixner
Dan Goldberg
Adam Goldstein
Lisa Gomberg
Ariana Gonzalez
Christy B. Gonzalez+ ’01
Eli D. Goss

Connor Gotham
Helena A. Grady
Andre Graham
Christian Graham
Diana G. Grater+ ’19
D’Anthony Gray 
Chance Green
Jennifer Greenburg+

Veronica Greenfield
Benjamin D. Greenfield
Therese B. Greenland+

Stephanie Elizondo Griest
Jillian Groff
Lois & Ken Groff
Matthew Grossman
Hannah Grothusen+

John Grothusen
Kit Grothusen
Michael Gruber ’73
Kathy & John Guerin P ’21
Sierra Guilmartin
Beck Gusler+ ’08, ’15
Becca Gutwirth P ’23
David Gutwirth P ’23
Samson Gutwirth ’23
Wendy Guzman
Sherif B. Habashi ’94
Timothy Hagen
Jung Hahn
Peter Hahn
Victoria Hairston
Destiny Hall-Harper
Nathaniel P. ’07 &  

Shaina Hamilton Jr.
Nydia Hamilton
Rodney Hampton
Julia Hancock
Amer Hanini
Michael Hannum
Kirstin Hara
Jessica Hamilton Hardy
Isabelle Hardy
Noah Haren
Grace Harker
Aaron Harley
Jazmin Harris 
Lanisha Harris
Marvin Harris
Ashley Harrison
Evesha Harry
Andre Hasou
Andre & Deborah Hasou
Nick Hasou
Elizabeth Hassell
Mike Heath
Mary K. Hegarty
Rick Heilmann
Dora Heller
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Sheri Heller
Debbie G. Henderson
Aaliyah Hernandez
Rolando Hernandez
Yesenia Hernandez
Daniel Hertzberg+

Samantha Heuwagen
Jan Hildreth
Matthew Hilton
Cheryl K. Hines
Gloria Hintz
Peter Hoffmann
Mya Holloman
Charles Honeyman
Cindy Hoose
Kristen Hooton P ’23
Ryan Hopely
Emerson Howard
Dorothy Hughes
Linda Hughes ’75
Onna Hughes
Berwyn Hung ’97
Samuel W. Hutchins
Jennifer Hyslop
Michelle Ianzillotti
Jae in Choi
Sarah Ingel+

Mehalia Irvine
Erin Isaacs
Gil Isaacs P ’23
Alex Isbell
Freyja Isbell
Henry Isbell Jr.
Madelon Isbell
Quinsulon Israel
Joseph & Barbara Ives P ’99
Brianna Izquierdo
Zaire Jackson
Ahkyah James
Alyse James
Christine Jansen P ’23
Holly Jansen
Tom Jansen
Layla Jenkins
Giovanna Johns
Willow Johns
Greg E. Johnson, MPA
Jailah Johnson
Rylee Johnson
Christa Jones
Leila Jones
Niall Jones+

Naiya Mason Jones
Angela Jones-OBrien+

Haley Joyner
John Judge
Timothy Kaastad
Ella Kahan

Diane Kahle
Eden Kahle
Jessica Kahle+

Isabella Kahn
Marty Kanengiser
Steve Kaufman P ’23
Combs Keana
Hannah Kellis
Patrick Kelly
Vicky & David Kelly
Regina Kenney
Geoffrey Kershner ’00
Lori Keslowitz
Ari Keslowitz-McGinn
Jude Keslowitz-McGinn
Mochi Keslowitz-McGinn
Charles Kickham
Christian Kind
Michele C. Kishita+ ’97, ’10
Scott Klaum
Kayla Klavins
Andrew Kleeman & Holly Lentz
Audrey Kleeman
Jakob Kleeman
Kyla Klein
Ed Kleinman
Lea Kleinman
Keith Kleinman
Steven Kleinman+

Susan Kleinman
Canon Kline
John B. Klomp
Rachel Knaggs
Iris Knapton
Evan Koller
Maria Kortz
Irene Perez Kostrzewa
Sarah Kraemer
Elias Kragseth
Zdeno Krajc
Seth D. Kramer ’96
Samuel Kruleski
Michael Kuncio
Mason Kunttu
Florence Kupferer
Samantha La Dieu
Jan Lafleur
Kasai Lamartiniere
Ian Lambie
Chris Lambo
Steven Landau
Rick Landesberg ’73
Loren Landrum
Miriam Larkin
Saadia Lawton+

Ebonne Leaphart
Christina Lebedis
Kathryn G. Lee ’74

Sean Lee
Ellyn & Seth Lehr
Ruth Leitman
Susan K. Leshnoff
John S. Levis+ ’80
Natasha+ ’00 & Josh Levitas ’00
Jennifyr Lewis
Matthew I. Lewis
Skye Lewis
Takako Lewis
Victoria Lewis
Alexandra Leyton
Evan Libby
Joyce Lin
Jennesa Lincke
Stephen Linder
Isabel Link
Len Lipkin+

Piper Loebach
Marie Lopresti
James Loram
Deborah Love
John Love
Mark Ludas
Abby Lynch
Lolly Lynch
Rebecca & Steven Lynch
Sara MacDonald
Corey Machado
Matthew Madrigal
John Maher
Jess Maier
Marian & Kevin Maier P ’23
Rachel Maitre
Zoe Maitre
Skylar Maklan
Julia Malek
Brittney Mallon
Sarah Malone
Bates Mandel
Gabrielle Mandel
Jamil A. Mangan
Patrick Manning
Nick Marchese
Paul Mariani P ’23
Paul Mariani Jr.
Catherine & Gregory Marich P ’15
Louis M. Marinaro
Giavanna Marino
Nick Marino
Ashton Marlar
Maria Marshall
Oliver Marten
Kaia Martin
Aubryanna Martinez
Emmanuelle Martinez
Paula Martinez
Annica Martz

Daniel Martz
Mickey Martz
Ethan Marx
Sara Mascelli
Sharon Mathier
Ava Mathis
Paul Matteson+

Luke Mattessich
Mary Jane Mccarty
Sierra McClendon
Brenton McCloskey
Kahly McCurdy 
Julia McDemus
Gideon McDonald
Nancy J. McDonald &  

Michael Grothusen+

Chris McDonnell+

Alex McFadden
Kashaun McGhee
James McGinn+

Jennifer McGinn+

Ashleigh McGown
Megan Mclaughlin
Tara McMahon
Nailah McPherson-Murray
Tom McQuaid
Elizabeth J. Mead ’85
Will Meadows
Brian Meares
Richard D. Mechanik ’68
Alexander Medlin
Rahul Mehta+

Alec Mekarzel
Sharon Menard
Dominic M. Mercier
Kevin Merinsky+

Marcy Meritz
Amy Metroka
Rochelle Metroka
Mary Michalopoulos+

Barry Milberg
Nathaniel Miles-McLean
Claire Milisavljevic
Serraya Milland
Joseph Miller
Stuart Miller
Amya Mitchell
Cheryl Mitchell ’83
Desiree Mitchell
Kelly Mitchell
Jordan Molinaro
Jolene M. Mollerick
Danielle Moniz
Joe Mooney
Carol L. Moore+ &  

Philip Schulman ’59

P parent
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UArtist Day of Giving (continued)

Nylarose Moore
Rhonda Moore+

Zade Moore
Zaire Moorer-Washington
Abigail Morehouse
Francesca Morella
Charles Morris
Kayleigh Morrison
Avery Morse
Nancy & Steve Morse
Abigail Mosier
Karen ’70 & Don ’70 Moyer
Susan Mueller
Siobhan Mulcahy
Jerome P. Mulhern ’80
Lucie Mulholland
Megan Mulholland
Paige Mullen
Peg Mulligan
Andrew Mullin
Michele P. Mullin
Stephen Mullin
Amira Mumford
Felicity Mundy
Beverly Murphy
Jean Murphy+

Sean Murphy
Zenobia Murphy
Henrietta M. Mustokoff ’68
Ginger Nash
Pamela Nash
Jenny Neff+

Jordan Neff
Aspen Nell
Nir Netz
Aritty J. Newton
Chassidy Newton
Eul Noh
Richard Norman
Miles Ellis Novotny
Leah Nowell
Polly Nowell
Nia Noye
Daniel Nutters
Kaitlynd E. O’Doherty+ ’20
Sophia O’Hara
Christian J. Oatts+

Evelyn Obot
Feyisara Olalowo 
David D. Oldham ’01
Kaitlyn Oliveri
India Omeus
Zahir Opawoye
Jo Oring
Kay Oring
Lewis Oring
Sheryl Oring+

Rachel Orji

Lisa Oropallo-Mekarzel ’86
Alyssa Ortiz
Megumi Oshikiri
Isabel Ovesca
Maria Pa+

Andrew+ & Angela Pack
Jolie Padilla
Sophia Palese
Ricky Palladino
Deanna Palma
Bek Palmer 
Jeremiah Palmer
Rebekah Palmer
Ksenia Panchenko
Ethan Paone
Emiliano Pares
Barry Parker+

Sheri Parker
Marya Parral P ’21
Paloma Parrotta
Sophia Parsons
Maxx Passion
India Patterson
Assata Patterson-Lyles
Naja Payoute
Janiya Pearson
Morgan Peden
Isabel Penn
James Pensabene
Diane L. Pepe+ ’12
Brian Pepe-Mooney
Jane G. Pepper
Ebrianna Perrotto
Anna Hudgins Perry ’08
Joyce Petros
Graham Pfeil
Mary F. Phelan
Laurie Phillips ’77
Andrea Pineda
Tray Piper-Webber
Anthony Pires
Amanda Pirola
Shannon Plank
Lucas Plano
Madison Platt
Robin Plattman ’86
Jean M. Plough ’70
Greta Poglinco
Michael Pogudin
Arianna Polite
Saleeta Pope
Tim Popp
Thomas+ & Jane* Porett
Harmony Powell
Benjamin Prager ’98
Hadley Precht
Teresa Preuss
Sydney Pricher
Sara Procopio+

Hayley Promise
Carol Provine
William & Annette Provine P ’23
Elaine Puzzutelli ’72 &  

Irving Friedlander
Chloe Pyle
Sara Kupferer Pyle+

Benjamin R. Quinn-Kerins
Nathaniel E. Ra-hatt
Fletcher Rabin
Maria Raha+

Barbara G. Rainville
Elizabeth Rainville &  

Eduardo Sanchez
Michael Ramalho
Susan Ranney
Amanda Rattigan
Diane Raver
Joshua Ray
Lauren Ray
Violet Reader
Brooke Reeder+

Rosae M. Reeder+ ’95
Jamir Reef
Stefan Refolo
Myra Reichel ’71
Alyssa Reise
Stephanie Reyer
Stevie Reynolds
Michele Ricciuti
Bianca Richardson
Brianna Richardson
Anthony Richter
Karen Ricketts
Crystal Ridley
Hope Ridley
Angela Riechers+

Caitlin Riggsbee ’17
Rachel Rinaldi
Alexandra Ripp
Michael Rizzo
Josh Roberts+

Jenny Roberts-Reilley+

Alexis Robertson
Zoe Robertson
Ezure Robinson
Micah Robinson
Rachel Robinson
Kristina E. Robold
Samantha Roccuzzo
Chris Rodgers+

Angelina Rodriguez
Lucila Rodriguez
Alejandro Rojas
Melanie Romay+

Lourdes Romero
Raúl Romero+

Robert Rose

Barbara S. Rosenberg ’72
Karen Cornell Rosenberg
Gianine Rosenblum 
Josh Rosenblum
Daniel Rosendale
Luna Rous
Lauryn Ruff
Karl Rugart Jr.
Armando Rugerio
Mario Rugerio
Najiyah Rush-Hagins
Austin Russell
Isaac J. Ruth ’12
Coralynn Sack
Daniel Sack
Rebecca Sack+

Tania Saiz Perez+

Ricardo Salazar
Lindsay Salazer
Karen Saler ’64
Patricia Salkin
Kathryn Sampson
Vyncenzo San Filippo
Alex Sanchez
Jesus Sanchez
Leo Sanchez
Jilian Sander
Rachel Sanneh
Aguibou Bougobali Sanou ’22
Jules Sarton
Lalena & Matthew Sarton
Abigail Scaggs
Anna Scattoni
Donatella Scaturchio
Taylor Schneckenburger
David Schoner &  

Linda Connolly-Schoner 
Theresa Schoner
Johanna Schoss P ’22
Jason Schular
Philip Schulman ’59 &  

Carol L. Moore
Samantha Schulz
Earlisia Schumaker
Amy K. Schutt
Ashley Schwab
Amanda N. Schwab
George ’08 &  

Amanda Williams ’08 Schwab
Michon Schwartz
David Scott
Joanne Scott
Kya Scott
Jason Scrimizzi
Sloan Seale+

Jay Seals
Elisa Seeherman+

Barry G. Seelig
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Ester Segal
Dannelle Seidel
Jamie Seip
Erin E. Sellnow
Kathleen Seltzer ’69
Joseph Sernio
Emma Settles
Jonny R. Shaw
Carole Sheffield ’74
Paige Sheldon
Sherri Sheldon
Wanda Sheldon
Eric J. Shelton ’14
Michael J. Sheridan+

Aishat Sheriff
Anne Shukri
Abir Shukri & Scott Sower
Corky & Bill Siegfriedt P ’17
James Simmons IV ’22
Blaithin Simpson
Gavyn Singer
Christopher Singleton
Cassandra Siniscalco
Tyler Sipe
Margot Sklar
Penny Skoog
Susan Skoog+

Kyle Skrinak ’84
Maya Slezak
Aimee Smith
Emmanuel Smith
John Arthur Smith
Jordan Smith 
Kirsten Smith
Logan Smith
Meadow Smith
Stevie Smith
Leslie R. Smolan ’75
Jessie Solberg
Lena Solomon
Jill Somer
Carol Sonsino
Michelle+ & Matthew Sonsino
Manuel Soriano
Gaby Sower 
Karen Sower
Darrell Spearman
Angela Spellman
Lori Spencer+ ’90
Leonard Splendoria
James Squadrito+

Victoria Staas ’22
Scott Stahler ’70
Peter Stamerra
Victoria Stanbach
Aja Staten
Annie Stauffer+

Lee Steckel

Sierra Steinberg
Alex Stevenson
Alexandra R. Stevenson
Laura Stiber
Earl C. Stockdon
Marla Stohr
Mel Stowell
Brianna Stratton
Marcelino Stuhmer+

Dwight & Lynne Sullivan P ’23
Shannon Sullivan ’23
Mingzuo Sun
Dennis Sutton
Jody L. Sweitzer
Noah Sylvia
James & Lisa Szykman P ’23
Wendy T.
Ian Tackes
Kasey Taffe
Tamara Tarvin
Ciani Taylor
Michaela Taylor
Viola Taylor
JeMia Terry
Hans Tester
Lee Tew
Hailey Thomas
Jeff S. Thomas
Monica Thomas
Alison L. Thomer
William T. Thompson ’99
Rita Thonton-Bullock
Bryan Louis Thornton
Katie Thurman+

Holly & David Timberline 
Mason Timberline
Mark J. Tocchet+

Eric Toler
Angelina Torres
Madison Torres
Hailey Tovar
Michele M. Traina
Levin Traver
Lewis Traver
Jacqueline Trimmer
Solomon Troupe
Trang Tsan
Derek Tucker
Laura Tucker
Lauren Tucker
Carolina Tucker-DelValle
Olivia Tuno
Alvaro Turci
Anthony Turner
Milett Turner
Wendy Turner
Jennifer Uihlein &  

Edward Straszewski P ’23

Catelin Ungaro
Emily Vadala
Thomas Valencia
James & Kathy Valentine
Kathy Valentine
Mariah Van Skiver
Beth Van Why ’06
Laura VanDam
William Vani
Grace Vara
Renee Vara
JP Varady
Meghan Varevice
Bailee Varner
Gianna Varone
Madison Vendel
Jackie & Mario Venneri
Mario Venneri
Alexander Latimer Vera
Michael Vezza
Shayla Vie-Jenkins+

Sean Villa
Kaitlyn Vivian
Barbara & Antoslav Vlahovic P ’16
Joshua Voorhees
Jason Vu
Julia Vuillermet
Stephanie V. Wademan
Anthony Wagner
Carolyn & Eric Wagner
Liz K. Waldie
Kaitlin Waldman
Alissa Walker+

Melissa Dandy Walker
Brielle Walton
Jennifer Walz ’02 &  

Jonathan Reinfurt ’02
Mark T. Wangberg
Calvin Watson
Charles Watson
Lanae Watson ’23
Michelle & Leonard Watson P ’23
Sheri & Edward Watson
Wendy Weinberg+

Harriet & Larry Weiss
Rosemary Weiss ’23
John T. Welsh III ’05
Kristen & Heyward Wescott
Karl V. Westman
Katherine Westrich
Emily Logan Wex+

Sara Wexler
Lauren Whearty+

Marquis White
Sophie Wierenga
Iman Wiley
Daniel Williams
De’Jai Williams

Kim Williams
Jeanne Willams
Jennifer Williams
Nancy Williams
Rachel Williams
Ally Wilson
Carla Wilson+

Elyse C. Wilson
Sydney Wilson
William Wilusz
Debbie Winkelman P ’23
Leslie Wise
Annika Witte
De’Anna Woolfolk
Antonio Wright
Kevin R. Wright
Michelle R. Wurtz ’90
Azura Wynne
Cynthia Wyse
President Emeritus David+ &  

Dr. Stacey Yager
Li Chiu Yeh+

Peggy ’70 & Stephen Zablotny ’70
Maureen Zaccardo
Daniel Zakirzyanov
Jesse Zaritt+

Shoshanah Zaritt+

Rachel Zimmerman
Cameron J. Zonfrilli
Donna Zurick

*deceased

P parent
+faculty/staff
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*deceased
+faculty/staff

Joseph C. Bunn 
Justine M. DiRubbo

Nonny Gardner Cangelosi ’37
Katie Cangelosi

Norma Castle
Barry R. Castle ’65

Donald R. Chittum
The Chittum Family
Osceola Davis-Smith ’70

Sharon Church
Andrea Silva

Sol C. Cohen
David Pachman ’62

Walter Dallas
Stacey Martino Rivera ’91

Larry Day
Wendy Edwards ’72

Aidan F. Doyle
Diane Beni
Margaret & John Doyle
Patrick McKay

Victoria R. Edwards
Gerard Eisterhold
Leslie Gordon
Darnail & Andrea Lyles

Mary Eiseman
Ellen & Burton Hersh

Roberta Eisenberg
Carol & Ralph Clayman

Wesley W. Emmons
Carole Sheffield ’74

In Memoriam

University of the Arts is grateful to 
the following donors, who made 
contributions to UArts in memory of 
a special person this year. 

Geoffrey Beatty 
Margaret & Donald Beatty P ’99

June K. Black
Harriet Kurtz Feinstein ’62

George P. Coan
Gary A. Williams ’60

Sharon Church
Philip Schulman ’59 & Carol L. Moore

Eleanor L. Davis
Vicki Weiner

William P. Daley
John C. Jackson ’73

Emma DeCaprio
Marie & Paul DeCaprio P ’23

Deanna S. DeCherney
Chuck & Martha Becker
Sandra Carson & Joe Leigh Simpson
Margery Miller
Robert & Marilyn Steiner

Brian Effron
Margelle & Sheldon Liss

Lynne Kimura
Suzanne Wertman Spector ’58

Peter Kirby
Gail Hamlett

Maris Krystosek
Dona Krystosek

Mariel T. Letourneau
Kim & Chris Letourneau P ’10

Piper Loebach
Deborah Loebach

Tributes

University of the Arts gratefully 
acknowledges the following donors, 
who made contributions in honor of 
a special family member or friend. 

Given in Honor of 
Given by 

Jeffrey A. Lutsky
Robin & Eric Settle

Thomas M. Miles
John J. Coll Jr.

Tim Murphy &  
Kelly Sexton Murphy
Karen A. & Kevin B. Murphy P ’09

Ronald J. Naples
Eleanor & Hal* Davis

Benjamin J. O’Neill
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph M. O’Neill

Aleesha & Arianna Polite
Potisha Polite

Victoria Schwartz
Laura Frazure+ ’86 & Mark Campbell+ ’74

Faye Snow
Annette R. Carlo

Laurie Wagman
Uri & Marlena Taenzer

Harriet G. Weiss
Alan & Jill Miller
Rita & Bob Siegle
Vicki Weiner
Joy Weissman

Jaila Wilson
Cynthia Brown

Given in Memory of 
Given by 
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Sue Feinstein
Marcy Belfer

Ruth Frank
Barry Yaches & Iris Sitkin

Marguerite P. Gallo
Richard Gallo

Lorri Halberstadt
Dan Halberstadt P ’18

Michael J. Harris
Justine M. DiRubbo

Thomas Craig Hilliard
Stephanie N. Vereen

Ronald P. Kerber
Eleanor M. Weirman

Jane Kessler
Howard A. Goldberg ’71

Jac Lewis
Marjorie L. Graff

George F. Mathis
Jeffrey Vernam

Alphonse Mattia
David Aptaker
Kathy Duffin

Raymond K. Metzker
Margot Zalkind ’66

William C. Moorehouse
Gary L. Anderson ’67

Virginia R. Nicholson
Joseph Nicholson ’71

Colton O’Connor
Deena Flanagan ’87

Adolf A. Paier
Anonymous
Theodore Beringer
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Bromley
Jane Butler
Judith & Lynn Coy
Eleanor & Hal* Davis
Nancy Harris
Henrietta Heisler
Mr. & Mrs. Roger W. Herrell Esq.
James & Helen Jennings
Marian Locket-Egan
Sondra Baird Mabry
Maryann McKenna
Britton Murdoch
Scott Patrohay
Peraton
Hudson B. Scattergood

Geraldine Paier
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Bromley
Marian Locket-Egan
Maryann McKenna
Margaret Stevens

Charles Palmquist
Nancy Caldwell Elliott ’75

Mary & Richard Proseus
Joseph & Barbara Ives P ’99

Jessica L. Reed
Katelin A. Walsko

Sam Riessen ’17
Ronda Fein
Amy Kreisberg
David Riessen

Thelma W. Rubin
M. Holland Company
Sherrie Bitterman
Bruce Fischer
Helen Green
Joanne & Joel Krackow
Zoey Orol
Ken Richman
Karen Staub
Larry Staub
Don Waldman

David E. Rue
James Jordan ’62

Alvin Sher
Patricia & Samuel D. Sher

David Slovic
Ligia Rave-Slovic

Stanley Sporkin
Judith Imber Sporkin ’55

Barbara Torode
Leslie Zavodnick

Lee S. Volpe
Diane Vanderslice
Joseph Werbickas

David A. White
William G. ’67 & Linda White



Scholarships & Awards

Aidan Doyle Memorial Scholarship
Diane Beni
Margaret & John Doyle
Patrick McKay

Albert Gold Drawing Prize
Aurora Vanelli Gold ’52

Benjamin Eisenstat Scholarship
Alice A. Carter

Berny Brownstein Scholarship  
in Commercial Art
Vivian Gilliam

Dance Program Emergency Fund
Sandra & Edward Zaritt

Dave Appell Student Musical 
Instrument Fund
Roslyn Appell

General Scholarships
Anonymous
Jeffrey S. Ensslen ’89
Steve & Sherrie Graf P ’19
Karl G. Koslowski ’63
Ellyn & Seth Lehr
Harriet & Larry Weiss

Harvey & Virginia Kimmel Scholarships 
in Craft
Virginia & Harvey Kimmel Arts Education Fund 

of The Philadelphia Foundation

Henry Nias Foundation Scholarship
Henry Nias Foundation

Howard A. & Martha R. Wolf 
Scholarship
The Howard A. Wolf Fund

The Jaffe Family Scholarship
Barbara J. Lorry, PhD

John T. Mathis III Memorial Saxophone 
Scholarship Fund
Jeffrey Vernam

Joseph Jr. & Ernestine Bacon Cairns 
Memorial Scholarship
Joseph Cairns Jr. & Ernestine Bacon  

Cairns Trust

Keystone Music Scholarship
David D. Oldham ’01

Larry Day Scholarship Fund
Ruth Fine ’62
Penny P. Smith ’79

Laurie Beechman Memorial 
Scholarship
Marcy Belfer
Sharon B. Kling

Lillian & Albert Noren Foundation 
Scholarship
The Lillian & Albert Noren Foundation

Luis Lee Memorial Scholarship
UArts Design & Technology Program

Margaret Garwood Memorial Prize  
in Composition
The Chittum Family

The Nicholas DeCherney Scholarship
Chuck & Martha Becker
Sandra Carson & Joe Leigh Simpson
Margery Miller
Norma & Larry Reichlin
Robert & Marilyn Steiner

Pre-College Scholarships
Connelly Foundation
Keystone Property Group LP
Joy Weissman

Presser Foundation Music Award
Presser Foundation

Richard C. Von Hess Travel Fellowship
The Richard C. Von Hess Foundation

Rick Kerber Memorial Scholarship
Eleanor M. Weirman

Roberta Treatman Eisenberg Memorial 
Scholarship
Harvey Eisenberg

Sam Riessen Memorial Award
Jennifer Altman
Ronda Fein
David & Jodi Kahn
Marty Kanengiser
Amy Kreisberg
Ellen Landau
Margaret Lord & David Shapiro
David Riessen
Rebecca Stoddard-Smith

Sculpture Faculty Award
Mark Campbell+ ’74
Laura Frazure+ ’86
Nancy J. McDonald & Michael Grothusen+

The VLM Arts Award
Victoria McCallum ’12

Von Hess Foundation Scholarship
The Richard C. Von Hess Foundation

W.W. Smith Charitable Trust 
Scholarships
W.W. Smith Charitable Trust

Zelda & Josef Jaffe Memorial 
Scholarship
Elizabeth & David Lorry
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Phillip I. Simon ’78, Chair
Ilona Rubenstein Ahearn ’00, ’01
Elliot G. Baum ’95
David M. Bollar ’95
Jay Bowden III ’90
Christine M. Braun ’97
Claire L. Brown ’92
Erin I. Condron ’00
David De Cristofaro ’17
Cindy A. Ganaden ’98
Dana M. Grabski ’21
Seth D. Kramer ’96
Cheryl Mitchell ’83
Candace C. Moore ’16
Abigail Morris ’19
Zoe Nowoslawski ’20
Dorothy E. Oge ’03
Jean M. Plough ’70
Caitlin Riggsbee ’17
Crystal L. Samuels ’07
Gayle H. Weiss Schochet ’72
George Schwab ’08
Seth E. Schwartz ’06
Cory Seals ’22
Eric J. Shelton ’14
Lina C. Stephens ’02
Laurin Talese ’04
Sophie G. Tibiletti ’17
German Vazquez ’20
Michelle R. Wurtz ’90

Alumni Council Parent & Family Council

David Schoner, Chair
Joy Allen
Gerald Buckley1

Jamie & Thomas Cardosi
Khara Flint, Vice Chair
Vicky & David Kelly
Andrew Kleeman
Marian & Kevin Maier1

Concetta Mattioni
Barry Moscowitz 
William Provine1

Elizabeth Rainville & Eduardo Sanchez
Gia Rosenblum
Lynne Sullivan1

Holly & David Timberline
Michelle Watson1

1Active volunteer through June 2023
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Board of  
Trustees

University  
Leadership

Officers
Judson A. Aaron ’81, Chair
Brian Effron, Vice Chair
William R. Gast ’68, Secretary
Bruce Kardon, Treasurer
Kerry Walk, President

Members
Joseph Aristone
Ralph Citino
Eleanor L. Davis
Deanna S. DeCherney ’66
Patricia Fowler
Travis Gaylord
Peter Haas
Nathaniel P. Hamilton Jr. ’07
Doug Kreitzberg
Ebonne Leaphart
Seth Lehr
Elaine C. Levitt
Dr. Noel Mayo ’60
Ronald Naples
Megan Nicoletti
Lawrence S. Reichlin
Stephen Sypherd
Raj Tewari
Laurie Wagman
Harriet G. Weiss
Kenneth Wong

Life Trustees
Ira Brind
Sam S. McKeel

Trustees Emeriti
George A. Beach ’58
Sondra Myers
Albert E. Wolf

Senior Leadership
Kerry Walk
President

Carol Graney
Vice President for Academic Affairs

Bryant Morgan
Interim Vice President for Finance & 
Administration & Assistant Treasurer of  
the Board of Trustees

Andrew Pack
Vice President for Development &  
Alumni Relations

Franklyn Cantor
Chief of Staff & Assistant Secretary of the  
Board of Trustees

Deans
Kikau Alvaro
Interim Dean, Ira Brind School of Theater Arts

Donna Faye Burchfield
Dean, School of Dance

Erin Elman
Dean, Graduate & Professional Studies

Kevin Haden
Dean, School of Music

Sheryl Oring
Dean, School of Art

Susan Skoog
Dean, School of Film

Mark Tocchet
Dean, School of Design

Office of Advancement
Andrew Pack
Vice President for Development &  
Alumni Relations

Michelle Sonsino
Assistant Vice President, Strategic Partnerships  
& Government Affairs

Zac Joseph
Senior Director of Development

Miranda Powell
Director for Campus Events & Scheduling

Joanna Yoder
Director of Alumni Relations

Dave Berger
Interim Director of Advancement Services

Jean Murphy
Manager, Annual Fund & Leadership Giving

Brooke Reeder
Development Coordinator

Contributors listed in this report made gifts 
between July 1, 2022, and June 30, 2023.  
We have made every attempt to ensure the 
accuracy of this donor roll. If we have  
made an error, please accept our apology.  
You may contact the Advancement Office at  
215-717-6140, and we will correct our records.
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Joe Kennedy BFA ’22 (Game Art) 
“Relic”
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Holly Jansen BFA ’23 (Illustration)  
“Green Light”
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