
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Obtaining a J-1 Visa 
 
Enclosed is the SEVIS Form DS-2019, Certificate of Eligibility for Exchange Visitor (J-1) Status. 
The broad purpose of the Exchange Visitor (J-1) program is to promote international educational 
and cultural exchange in order to develop mutual understanding between the people of the United 
States and other countries. Exchange programs exist in a variety of formats and permit visitors to 
come to this country for a range of activities.    
  
The DS-2019 form: Certificate of Eligibility for the Exchange Visitor (J-1) Status  
The SEVIS DS-2019 form acknowledges that The University of the Arts has invited you to visit 
the institution, has authorized your visit, and supports your application for J-1 status. The DS-2019 
is not a “visa”, and you cannot enter the U.S. with the DS-2019 alone (unless you are exempt 
from the visa requirement); to enter the U.S., the DS-2019 works in partnership with the J-1 visa 
stamp in your passport.   NOTE: Canadian citizens are exempt from obtaining a visa. Certain 
citizens of Bermuda, the Bahamas, the Cayman Islands and Turks and Caicos may also be exempt 
from obtaining a visa and should check the US State Department website for details 
(http://usembassy.state.gov/)  
 

 Instructions for Obtaining a J-1 Visa if you are Outside the US 
  

1. Sign the document on the bottom of page 1 of your UArts DS2019.  
2. Pay the SEVIS fee (see instructions at the end of this document).* 
3. Present the DS-2019 copies, your SEVIS fee receipt, and a copy of your evidence 

of financial support to a United States Embassy or Consulate to apply for the J-1 
Exchange Visitor entry visa. For specific information on applying for the U.S. 
visa at the consulate nearest to you, visit the U.S. Department of State website at 
http://usembassy.state.gov/. After receiving the J-1 visa, the U.S. consular officer 
will return the DS-2019 to you (often in a sealed envelope). Carry these 
documents ON YOUR PERSON for travel to the U.S. Do not check these 
documents with your luggage.  

4. Only for J-1 with Dependents: If your dependents will accompany you to the 
U.S., they will need to apply for J-2 visas using the enclosed DS-2019 which 
states “J-2 Dependent” in the upper right-hand corner. Children who are 
dependents must be your legal dependents, under the age of 21, and unmarried. 
When applying for the J-2 visa(s), take your family’s passports with you to the 
Consulate and be prepared to show proof of marriage to your spouse and 
parenthood of each child.  

5. When you arrive in the United States, you will pass through U.S. immigration 
and inspection at your initial port of entry. Present your (1) passport with J-1 visa 
and (2) the DS-2019 form (perhaps in a sealed envelope) marked “to begin a new 
program” to a Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officer. You will be asked 
for electronic fingerprints. The officer will then return the DS-2019 form, along 
with an I-94 Departure Record card to you. Keep the DS-2019 and the I-94 in 
your passport. They are your original proof of J-1 status, and you will need 
them for such purposes as extending your permission to stay in the United States 
(if applicable), work permission, and reentry to this country after temporary trips 
abroad during the period of validity of DS-2019. Keep copies of DS-2019s 
permanently.  

 
Note: Be sure to enter the U.S. with the DS-2019 from The University of the Arts if you 
plan to work here. You must enter the US within 30 days before or after the start date on 
the DS-2019. Also, do not seek to enter the country on a  



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B-2 tourist visa or under the Visa Waiver Program. Entry by any means other than the  
UArts DS-2019 will result in your not being permitted to work and may also cause 
difficulty with immigration authorities. If there is any change in your plans between now 
and your arrival or if you will arrive later than the start date on your DS-2019, notify 
UArts  immediately. Late arrival jeopardizes your legal immigration status. If you decide 
not to come to UArt, please immediately notify this office and return the DS-2019.  
 
Health Insurance: As a J-1 Exchange Visitor you are required by U.S. law to have 
health insurance for yourself and any accompanying family members. J-1 Visitors who 
receive a salary from The University of the Arts may receive benefits, including health 
insurance, from the University. Students and Scholars supported by The University of the 
Arts and partaking in our Health Insurance and or benefits plan should purchase travel 
insurance for themselves and their family members to cover the first two months in the 
U.S., before their regular benefits begin.    
 
By government regulation, minimum coverage must provide: up to $50,000 per accident 
or illness; up to $7,500 for repatriation of remains; up to $10,000 for medical evacuation 
to the home country; and a deductible not to exceed $500 per accident or illness. Co-
insurance must not exceed 25% payable by the Exchange Visitor or sponsor. Acceptable 
coverage may not exclude risks inherent in the activities of your Exchange Visitor 
program. The company providing the insurance must have an A. M. Best rating of A- or 
above, an Insurance Solvency International, Ltd. (ISI) rating of A- or above, a Standard 
& Poor’s Claims-Paying Ability rating of A- or above, or a Weiss Research, Inc., rating 
of B+ or above. UArts’ Student Health Insurance Plans meet these requirements. Failure 
to purchase and maintain Health Insurance will result in termination of your J-1 
program status.  
 
Driving in Pennsylvania: Bring your home country driver’s license and an international 
driving permit with you if you plan to drive in the U.S. Short-term scholars cannot obtain 
Pennsylvania driver’s licenses; Researchers and Professors only can if they will be at 
UArts for more than one year. More details will be provided at the scholar orientation.  

*Instructions on Paying the SEVIS Fee:  
1. Find Form I-901 at www.FMJfee.com. 
2. Complete the form online and supply the necessary Visa, MasterCard or 
American Express information.  Write your name exactly as it appears on 
your I-20 or DS-2019 form. 
3. Print a copy of the online receipt. 
4. Make a copy of your receipt, and keep it with your other important immigration 
documents.  You will need to take the receipt with you to the consulate or 
embassy when you have your interview. 
*Citizens of Canada or Bermuda should pay the SEVIS Fee at least 3 days prior 
to entering the U.S.  Keep a copy of your receipt of payment with your 
immigration documents, as you will be required to present it at the border upon 
entry to the U.S.  


